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Frightening  trends  confront  youth  and  children’s  leaders 


WACO,  Texas  (BP)  —  The  boy 
was  angry.  The  couple  he  lived 
with  in  Oregon  made  him  do  his 
homework.  So  he  killed  them. 

He  was  13  years  old. 

CNN  Headline  News  carried  the 
story  on  Friday,  March  5,  1993. 

That  same  day,  consultants  in 
youth  and  children’s  work  from 
the  Woman’s  Missionary  Union, 
Brotherhood  Commission,  and  the 
Baptist  General  Convention  of 
Texas  met  with  researchers  from 
Baylor  University  to  discuss 
“Youth  Ministry  for  the  21st  Cen¬ 
tury.” 

What  they  learned  was  not  pret¬ 
ty 

“Our  work  is  cut  out  for  us,”  said 
Tillman  Rodabough,  professor  of 
sociology,  social  work,  and 
anthropology  at  Baylor  University. 

Rodabough  also  is  co-director  of 
the  Baylor  Center  for  Community 
Research  and  Development,  which 
just  completed  a  study  of  youth 
programs  in  Southern  Baptist 
churches. 

“Across  America,  rich  kids,  mid¬ 
dle-class  kids,  poor  kids  —  all  deal 
with  risk  and  neglect  on  a  scale 
unimagined  in  previous  genera¬ 
tions,”  Rodabough  said. 

“Problems  of  poverty,  divorce, 
out-of-wedlock  births,  inadequate 
prenatal  care,  absentee  parents, 
latch-key  kids,  violence,  and  drugs 
are  no  longer  confined  to  the  ghet¬ 
to  —  if  they  ever  were,”  he  said. 

“We  like  to  think  of  America  as 
a  child-centered  nation  —  that 
they  are  cherished,  protected,  nur¬ 
tured,  and  offered  opportunity 
unmatched  anywhere  else  in  the 
world,”  Rodabough  said. 

“Closer  inspection  reveals  an 
ominous  shift  toward  the  devalua¬ 
tion  of  children.  We  slash  school 


4>udg<!ts,  build  adults-only  hous¬ 
ing,  deny  working  parents  the  right 
to^spend  a  few  weeks  with  their 
newborn  babies.  It  shows.” 

Other  trends  and  forecasts  are 
just  as  frightening,  he  said.  For 
example:  ^ 

—  Education:  More  than  1  mil¬ 
lion  children  and  youth  drop  out  of 
school  each  year. 

“American  children  know  little 
about  the  world  they  live  in,  and 
they  do  not  possess  many  skills 
necessary  to  be  productive  in  our 
society,”  Rodabough  said. 

Fewer  than  half  of  all  American 
youth  can  determine  the  correct 
change  after  purchasing  a  ham¬ 
burger  and  a  Coke  at  McDonald’s, 
be  said. 

According  to  the  Committee  for 
Economic  Development,  high 
school  dropouts  cost  the  nation 
more  than  $250  billion  a  year  in 
lost  earnings  and  foregone  taxes, 
Rodabough  said.  “This  does  not 
include  the  billions  this  group  will 
cost  us  for  crime  control,  welfare, 
and  other  social  services.” 

—  Violence:  Ten  children  are 
shot  and  killed  every  day  in  Amer¬ 
ica  —  almost  4,000  per  year,  Rod¬ 
abough  reported.  More  than 
200,000  die  of  child  abuse  every 
year,  usually  at  the  hands  of  family 
members.  Suicide  has  tripled 
among  youth  during  the  past  20 
years. 

—  Drugs:  Almost  a  half  million 
drug-exposed  babies  are  bom  each 
year  —  now  nearing  20%  of  all 
births,  Rodabough  reported. 

“This  is  one  of  the  saddest 
indictments  of  a  civilization,” 
Rodabough  said. 

—  Teen  pregnancy:  One  out  of 
10  teen-agers  becomes  pregnant 
every  year. 


By  Karen  Benson 

Perhaps  the  deregulation  of  tele¬ 
vision  under  the  Reagan  adminis¬ 
tration  should  take  some  blame, 
Rodabough  suggested.  “Now, 
latch-key  kids  can  go  home  and 
watch  such  interesting  programs  as 
‘Oprah  Winfrey,’  ‘Donahue,’  and 
‘Geraldo’  between  3  and  5  in  the 
afternoon.  These  talk  shows  have  a 
combined  viewing  audience  of  40 


million  —  a  third  of  whom  are 
thought  to  be  under  age  18.” 

In  the  face  of  these  trends  and 
the  shift  toward  devaluation  of 
children,  those  involved  in  youth 
ministries  in  churches  are  to  be 
“admired,”  Rodabough  said. 

“What  those  of  you  here  tonight 
do  determines  the  future  of  our 
children,  of  our  families,  of  our 


churches,  of  our  nation,  and  of  our 
world,”  he  said. 

“Each  of  us  in  our  various  voca¬ 
tions  addresses  the  central  issue  of 
training  the  youth  from  a  Christian 
perspective,”  Rodabough  said.  “We 
must  receive  these  young  people  in 
Christ’s  name  and  train  them  up  in 
the  way  that  they  shall  go.” 

Benson  writes  for  WMU. 


Hope  for  the  Scourge  of  Divorce 


GRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich.  (ZPS) 
—  Little  dampens  the  eye  or 
causes  a  lumpy  throat  more  con¬ 
sistently  than  the  sight  of  a  beau¬ 
tiful  young  bride  dressed  in  vir¬ 
ginal  white  with  her  fearless, 
ardent  groom  at  her  side.  But 
what  are  the  chances  that  this 
couple  will  grow  old  together? 

Instead  of  marriage  being  a  life¬ 
time  commitment,  it  has  become 
a  gamble.  More  than  half  of  U.S. 
marriages  fail  —  the  worst  record 
of  any  country.  The  National 
Center  for  Health  Statistics 
reports  the  number  of  divorces 
has  tripled  since  1960. 

According  to  the  National  Sur¬ 
vey  on  Families  and  Households 
done  by  the  University  of  Wis¬ 
consin,  six  of  10  new  marriages 
will  end  in  divorce  or  separation. 

Says  pollster  George  Gallup  Jr.: 
“This  particular  scourge  has 
become  so  endemic  that  it  is  vir¬ 
tually  ignored.  The  scourge  is 
divorce,  an  oddly  neglected  topic 
in  a  nation  where  divorce  is  a 
‘root  problem,’  the  cause  of  any 
number  of  other  social  ills.” 

Yet  there  is  hope. 

“Over  the  past  decade,  I  have 


By  Judy  Waggoner 

come  across  many  creative  strate¬ 
gies  to  save  marriages,”  says 
Michael  J.  McManus,  syndicated 
newspaper  columnist,  former  TV 
producer,  and  Time  correspondent 

McManus  showcases  several 
programs  in  his  recent  book. 
Marriage  Savers  (Zondervan- 
PublishingHouse,  1993),  which 
have  been  implemented  and 
proven  to  reduce  the  divorce  rate. 
These  programs  range  from  edu¬ 
cational  to  enriching,  and  target 
teens,  seriously  dating,  engaged, 
and  married  couples,  including 
those  in  marriages  already  in 
jeopardy. 

“When  1.1  million  teens  get 
pregnant  a  year,  they  are  not 
learning  discipline  needed  for 
lifelong  marriage,”  says 
McManus.  “Rather,  promiscuity 
is  preparing  them  for  divorce  or 
welfare!”  A  major  1992  study 
concurs,  finding  that  those  who 
have  been  sexually  active  before 
marriage  are  60%  more  likely  to 
divorce  than  those  who  are  vir¬ 
gins  when  they  marry. 

Public  school  sex  education  pro¬ 
grams  that  focus  on  abstinence, 
such  as  “Sex  Respect,”  “Teen 


Aid,”  “Postponing  Sexual  Involve¬ 
ment,”  and  “Values  &  Choices," 
as  well  as  “Why  Wait?,”  a  pro¬ 
gram  designed  for  church  youth 
groups  by  Josh  McDowell,  have 
proven  to  help  reduce  teen  preg¬ 
nancy  by  50%  or  more. 

For  those  couples  who  are 
already  married,  McManus  rec¬ 
ommends  a  Marriage  Encounter 
weekend,  the  result  of  a  move¬ 
ment  founded  in  1968  and  experi¬ 
enced  by  1.5  million  couples. 

McManus  charges  the  church 
with  the  responsibility  of  altering 
the  trend  to  divorce.  Clearly, 
organized  religion  is  involved  in 
most  marriages,  but  it  is  often 
simply  a  ‘blessing  machine,’”  he 
says.  “Be’  that  as  it  may,  the 
church’s  very  access  to  most  mar¬ 
riages  is  also  a  source  of  great 
hope.  I  think  any  community 
could  slash  its  divorce  rate  in  half 
within  a  decade  if  its  churches 
cooperated  in  a  conscious  plan  to 
save  marriages  with  such  pro- 

Sams  as  described  in  Marriage 
ivers.  That  is  the  basis  for  long¬ 
term  hope.” 

Waggoner  writes  for  Zonder- 
van  Press  Syndicate. 


Ig 


issions  Day  Camp  at  SBC 


The  National  Missionary  Baptist  Sunday  Church  School  and  Bap¬ 
tist  Training  Union  Congress  will  convene  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  June 
13-20  at  the  Coho  Exhibition  Center.  The  Detroit  West  in  Renais¬ 
sance  Hotel  will  be  the  host  hotel  for  thc»congress. 

The  National  Baptist  Publishing  Board  of  Nashville,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  largest  religious  publishers  in  the  country,  sponsors  the 
session  each  year.  T.B.  Boyd  III  is  president  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  board.  ' 

The  congress  was  created  in  1905  by  Richard  Henry  Boyd  with  the 
purpose  of  creating  a  summer  “Chautauqua''  through  which  (he  edu¬ 
cational  programs  and  materials  of  the  National  Baptist  Publishing 
Board  could  be  promoted.  It  also  focused  on  the  training  of  black 
Baptist  missionaries,  teachers,  and  leaders. 

The  theme  for  this  year's  annual  event  is  “The  Gospel  of  Faith  and 
Power  of  God  in  a  World  Without  Walls.”  The  list  of  issues  which 
will  be  discussed  at  the  congress  will  include  education,  housing, 
foreign  missions,  and  strengthening  the  role  of  the  Mack  family.  . 

Jim  Holley,  pastor  of  Little  Rock  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  will 
be  host  pastor  of  the  Detroit  congress. 


HOUSTON  (BP)  —  A  number  of  changes  will  mark  this  year's 
SBC  Missions  Day  Camp  for  children  grades  1-6  of  messengers  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  June  15-17. 

“Children  attending  this  year's  day  camp  will  be  able  to  visit  two 
Houston  attractions,  the  NASA  Space  Center  Houston  and  the  Hous¬ 
ton  Children's  Museum,”  said  Tim  Seanor,  SBC  Missiona  Day 
Camp  coordinator.  "We  wanted  to  let  the  children  experience  some¬ 
thing  unique  to  the  SBC  host  city,  and  both  of  these  attractions  have 
been  open  less  than  one  year.” 

Another  change  is  pre-registration,  which  is  being  offered  for  the 
first  time.  To  pre-register  a  child,  parents  should  write  SBC  Mis¬ 
sions  Day  Camp,  Brotherhood  Commission,  1548  Poplar  Ave., 
Memphis,  TN  38104,  or  call  (901)  272-2461.  Parents  will  receive  a 
registration  packet  Pre-registration  forms  must  be  received  by  the 
Brotherhood  Commission  no  later  than  May  1,  1993. 


arning  opportunities ... 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  is  now  offering  classes 
in  diabetes  management  skill,  self-breast  examination,  adult  swim¬ 
ming  lessons,  asthma  support  group,  living  through  cancer,  a  support 
group  for  people  grieving  the  death  of  a  loved  one  (called  II.O.P.E.), 
and  a  nutrition  infoline.  Call  968-5135  for  more  information. 


The  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  will  hold  its  annual  workshop 
for  aapiring  writers  July  19-22  in  Nashville.  Robert  J.  Hastings, 
author  of  the  Tlnyburg  Tales  series  and  many  other  books,  will  lead 
the  1993  Writers  Workshop.  He  will  deal  with  a  variety  of  subjects, 
including:  writing  with  clarity,  feeling,  and  creativity;  and  fiction 
writing.  For  more  information,  write  Church  Piogram  Training  Cen¬ 
ter,  P.O.  Box  24001.  Nashville,  TN  37203,  or  call  (615)  251-2294. 


Editor’s  Notebook__o„  , 

The  golden  years 


lions.  An  elderly  man  with  retirement  apartments,  Social 
Alzheimer’s  disease  was  aban-  Security,  Medicare,  and  others, 
doned  recently  at  a  race  track  in  a  In  the  latest  census  there  were  31 
western  state.  One  woman  was  million  people  in  the  U.S.  over  65. 
found  in  a  garbage  dump  scroung-  This  is  12.6%  of  the  total  popula- 
ing  for  food.  Her  children  had  left  tion;  by  2050,  23%  will  be  in  that 
her  there.  CNN  declared  it  to  be  category.  The  graying  of  America 
more  than  a  family  problem;  it’s  continues.  Good  health  care  has 
also  society’s  problem.  increased  the  life  span  and  satis- 

“Living  alone  could  shorten  your  factory  solutions  are  difficult  to 
life,”  says  Dr.  Robert  Case  of  Man-  find. 

hattan’s  St.  Luke-Roosevelt  Hospi-  Long  range  planning  is  essential 
tal.  Then  Clif  Cartland,  writing  in  for  whatever  transition  is  to  take 
World  Vision  (July  1991),  points  place.  If  you  are  middle  age,  you 
out  that  “miljions  of  the  world’s  may  wish  to  take  charge  now  of 
elderly  live  alcfne  and  over  looked  your  life  beyond  70.  Discuss  it 
by  society.”  with  your  children,  explore  plans 

Thousands  of  elderly  parents  A,  B,  and  C.  The  geriatric  express 
have  been  abandoned  in  Haiti,  moves  quickly  and  the  golden 
Central  America,  and  areas  of  years  can  become  a  burden  of  age. 
Europe  as  their  children  sought  The  graying  of  America  is  affect- 
better  economic  environments  but  ing  our  churches  today.  The  presi- 
left  no  forwarding  address.  The  dent  of  the  National  Council  on 
commandment  has  not  be  deleted:  Aging,  Daniel  Thursz,  said, 
“Honor  your  father  and  your  moth-  “Despite  the  fact  that  churches  and 
er,  that  your  days  may  be  long  synagogues  have  a  higher  percent- 
upon  the  land  which  the  Lord  your  age  of  older  persons  than  the  popu- 
God  is  giving  you”  (Exodus  lation  at  large...  many  congrega- 
20:12).  tions  lack  specific  information 

In  February,  Zondervan,  the  about  ‘how  to’  and  ‘why’  they 
international  Christian  Communi-  should  become  involved  in 
cation  Company,  hosted  an  “Elder-  expanded  ministries  serving  older 
Care  Fair”  for  its  employees.  people.  Religious  leaders  have 

‘Today’s  middle-age  parents  are  failed  to  act  as  fully  as  they  might 
often  caught  in  the  ‘sandwich’  gen-  to  this  challenge.” 
eration  where  they  have  children  at  Many  of  our  elderly  have  served 
home  and  elderly  parents  who  also  faithfully  in  our  churches  all  their 
need  their  assistance,”  says  Evelyn  lives.  Surely  a  ministering  church 
Riley  of  Zondervan.  At  the  fair,  will  want  to  help  meet  the  spiritual, 
there  were  22  ex-hibitors  repre-  emotional,  and  physical  needs  of 
senting  nursing  homes,  health  care,  the  aging  in  the  community. 


‘  When  1  had  about  half  as  many 
years  on  me  as  I  do  today.  I  wrote 
a  great  sermon  on  the  “Joy  of 
Growing  Old.”  It’s  much  easier  to 
do  at  that  age.  Today  the  title 
would  be  different  —  maybe, 

“Growing  older.  Like  it  or  Not.” 

Or,  I  would  call  it  in  Erma 
Bombcck’s  language,  “If  nursing 
homes  were  prisons,  we’re  all 
headed  for  the  slammer.” 

Some  mournful  but  observant 
poet  wrote: 

‘To  gel  his  wealth  he  spent  his 
health 

And  then  with  might  and  main. 

He  turned  around  and  spent  his 
wealth 

To  get  his  health  again.”  ^ 

The  number  of  older  people  is 
growing  three  times  faster  than  the 
number  of  younger  people.  Eighty 
percent  of  tlie  elderly  are  cared  for 
at  home  or  in  the  homes  of  their 
children.  What  is  to  be  done  when 
husband  and  wife  are  working  full 
time?  Mom  is  unable  to  care  for 
herself,  can’t  remember  to  take  her 
medicine  regularly;  or  may  slip  and 
fall  if  left  unattended.  - 

Few  people  will  ever  sit  down 
and  plan  long  term  care  for  the 
elderly.  It  usually^  takes  a  crisis  to 
precipitate  the  decision.  The  emo¬ 
tional  and  financial  disaster  can 
wipe  you  out.  Bank  accounts  are 
emptied,  relationships  ruined,  and 
guilt  stalks  in  like  a  summer  storm. 

In  addition,  elderly  abuse  is  on 
the  increase,  says  CNN  News,  and 
the  number  could  be  up  in  the  mil- 

Alcohol  &  Drug  Abuse  Prevention  Sunday ,  March  21 


Cook  stove  and  all 


Wake  Forest  Baptist  Church  adja- 


Liquor  industry  officials  claim  another  person.  Second,  we  are  not 
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SBC  president  discusses  trustees,  convention  study,  other  issues 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  — 
Trustee  boards  of  Southern  Baptist 
agencies  “need  to  be  representa¬ 
tive”  of  the  denomination  and 
should  be  balanced,  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  president  said 
during  a  forum  with  trustees  at 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  March  10. 

In  a  question-and-answer  session 
with  Southwestern  trustees,  Ed 
Young,  pastor  of  Second  Church  in 
Houston,  said  SBC  boards  should 
represent  the  denomination  while 
avoiding  extremes  in  both  the  left 
and  right  wings. 

“Those  that  are  in  the  far  right 
ditch,  they’re  not  going  to  make  it. 
Those  in  the  far  left  ditch,  they’re 
not  going  to  make  it,”  Young  said. 
“Either  way,  you’re  in  the  ditch.” 

Acknowledging  his  input  of  spe¬ 
cific  names  for  trustees  is  limited 
after  he  appoints  the  Committee  on 
Committees,  Young  said  he  will 
nonetheless  encourage  suggestions 
from  the  heads  of  SBC  entities. 


Asked  about  former  SBC  Presi¬ 
dent  Herscbel  Hobbs’  recent  sug¬ 
gestion  that  Baptist  moderates  and 
conservatives  come  together  at  the 
SBC  this  summer  in  Houston, 
Young  said  that  day  is  past 

“If  I  had  not  been  on  the  Peace 
Committee,  I  would  think  let’s  do 
something  like  that  But  I  think  that 
day  has  passed.  That’s  not  being 
hard  line,”  Young  said. 

Young  defended  his  appointment 
of  a  task  force  designed  to  study 
various  areas  of  work  in  the  SBC. 
He  said  the  study  groups  are  not 
intended  to  replace  the  work  of 
agency  trustees. 

“We  need  to  rethink  and  renew 
our  commitment.  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  is  about  to  retire,”  Young 
said.  “We  haven’t  had  a  lot  of  bold¬ 
ness.  We  haven’t  had  a’ lot  of  mis¬ 
sionary  thrust  the  way  I  would  like 
to  see  it.” 

Young  said  the  task  force  has  no 
authority  but  is  intended  to  help 
Southern  Baptists  “dream  about  the 


future.  We  need  to  dream  the  dream 
of  Southern  Baptists  again.” 

Leaving  past  “denominational 
baggage”  behind  will  take  a  “super¬ 
natural  work  of  the  Lord,”  Young 
said.  “I  think  our  spirit,  our  attitude 
is  so  vital  and  important.”  He  added 
pejorative  terms  Baptists  use  for 
each  other  are  “devastating.” 

Other  issues  Young  addressed 
included: 

—  the  role  of  trustees:  ‘Trustees 
are  to  deal  with  policy  and  overall 
dreams  and  programs  and  be  those 
who  implement  the  vision  of  the 
president  and  leave  this  place  excit¬ 
ed  about  what’s  going  on  here.”  He 
said  trustees  “serve  the  president” 
as  deacons  serve  a  pastor.  “I  would 
hope  they’d  hold  my  arms  up  and 
love  me  and  support  me  even  when 
I’m  wrong.” 

Trustees  “can’t  teach  in  the 
school.  We’re  not  responsible  for 
the  curriculum,  we’re  not  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  program  and  how  it’s 
(See  YOUNG  on  page  8) 


PRESIDENTIAL  FORUM  —  Southern  Baptist  Convention  President  Ed 
Young  answers  questions  during  a  forum  with  trustees  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  March  10. 


CLC  trustees  affirm 
Land,  award  Rogers 

By  Louis  Moore 
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SBC  plans  for  Houston 
include  WMU  decision 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Christian 
Life  Commission  trustees  voted 
unanimously  to  send  a  letter  to  the 
Executive  Committee  asking  for 
the  $300,000  originally  designated 
for  a  SBC  building  in  Washington, 
D.C. 

The  $300,000  was  originally 
placed  in  an  account  with  the 
Foundation  in  the  1960s  but  was 
later  reclaimed  by  the  Executive 
Committee  in  a  dispute  with  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Affairs  over  the  funds.  The  dispute 
evolved  from  the  SBC’s  decision 
to  cut  ties  with  the  BJC.  On  Feb. 
23  the  Executive  Committee 
approved  a  settlement  with  the 
BJC  in  which  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  agreed  to  give  the  BJC 
$25,000  a  year  for  four  years  out 
of  operating  reserves  in  exchange 
for  a  commitment  to  end  the  dis¬ 
agreement  over  the  building  fund. 

In  other  action,  the  CLC  trustees 
adopted  a  resolution  which  affirms 
the  agency’s  executive  director, 
Richard  Land. 

The  trustees  also  voted  unani¬ 
mously  to  award  the  CLC’s  1993 
Religious  Liberty  Award  to  Adrian 
Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Church 
in  Memphis  and  a  former  SBC 
president. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  For 
the  second  time  in  three  years,  gifts 
to  the  annual  Lottie  Moon  Christ¬ 
mas  Offering  for  Foreign  Missions 
will  fail  to  equal  giving  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year,  according  to  projec¬ 
tions. 

Foreign  Mission  Board  planners 
had  hoped  Lottie  Moon  receipts 
would  total  $84  million  —  the 
1992  goal  —  and  provide  about 
46%  of  the  board’s  revenues  for 
1993.  Instead,  projections  show 
receipts  will  total  $79.84  million,  a 
$1.5  million  decrease  from  1991  ’s 


CLC  trustee  Curtis  Caine  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  rose  to  a  point  of 
personal  privilege  and  made  three 
statements.  No  action  was  taken 
on  any  of  the  statements,  and  no 
further  discussion  resulted  from 
them.  He  said: 

1)  “I  do  not  think  the  Christian 
Life  Commission  should  recom¬ 
mend  reinstatement  of  action  that 
would  parallel  the  Neurenburg 
Trial. 

2)  “I  do  not  think  the  Christian 
Life  Commission  should  support 
the  idea  of  the  government  sup¬ 
porting  a  sign-language  translator 
in  a  secular  school  that  it  therefore 
must  do  so  in  a  private  school. 

3)  “If  the  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission  is  opposed  to  an  ambas¬ 
sador  from  the  United  States  to  the 
Vatican,  the  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission  should  also  oppose  the 
United  States  sending  an  ambas¬ 
sador  to  the  United  Nations.” 

His  reference  to  the  Neuremburg 
Trail  appeared  to  refer  to  Land’s 
dolumn  in  the  March- April  1993 
issue  of  the  CLC  ’s  Light  maga¬ 
zine  in  which  Land  expressed  con¬ 
cern  about  “terrible  acts  of  barbari¬ 
ty  that  have  occurred  routinely  in 
parts  of  Yugoslavia  known  as 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.” 

Moore  writes  for  CLC. 


offering.  The  projection  has  proven 
nearly  correct  in  the  past. 

The  projected  1.87%  decrease  in 
Lottie  Moon  receipts  for  the  1992 
offering  —  instead  of  the  needed 
3.1  increase  —  will  leave  the  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board  with  about  $4 
million  less  than  it  had  planned  to 
spend  in  1993,  if  other  receipts 
come  in  as  expected. 

The  projection  is  based  on  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  the  14  largest  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  state  conventions.  Compared  to 
1991  offering  receipts,  10  of  the 
conventions  showed  decreases  arid 


HOUSTON  (BP)  —  The  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  will  face 
the  volatile  question  of  Freema¬ 
sonry’s  compatibility  with  Chris¬ 
tianity  during  the  SBC’s  annual 
meeting,  scheduled  June  15-17  in 
Houston. 

While  not  officially  on  the  agen¬ 
da,  the  convention  might  be  asked, 
in  motions  from  the  floor,  to 
address  changes  adopted  by  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  exec¬ 
utive  board  broadening  the  auxil¬ 
iary’s  work  beyond  SBC  entities. 

From  action  at  last  year’s  SBC 
meeting  in  Indianapolis,  the  con¬ 
vention  will  take  the  second  of  two 
required  votes  on  a  proposed 
change  in  the  SBC  constitution  to 
disfeUowship  churches  for  actions 
which  “affirm,  approve,  or  endorse 
homosexual  behavior.” 


four  showed  increases  in  Lottie 
Moon  receipts  they  were  receiving 
from  Southern  Baptist  churches  in 
early  March.  The  final  offering  is 
counted  at  the  end  of  May. 

The  1993  Foreign  Mission  Board 
budget  adopted  last  fall  projected 
overall  budget  growth  from  the 
year  before  of  less  than  a  10th  of 
1%.  Even  with  the  increase  in  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon  giving  expected  at  that 
time,  the  budget  —  at  $183.8  mil¬ 
lion  —  reflected  a  continued  “lev¬ 
eling”  of  spending  by  the  mission¬ 
ary-sending  organization. 


By  Art  Toalston 

“For  Such  a  Time  as  This”  will 
be  the  theme  of  the  three-day 
meeting  in  Houston’s  George  R. 
Brown  Convention  Center. 

The  SBC  last  met  in  Houston  in 
1979  when  a  conservative  move¬ 
ment  emerged  to  elect  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  pastor  Adrian  Rogers  as 
convention  president,  igniting  a 
theological-political  controversy 
of  more  than  a  decade  in  which 
conservatives  bested  moderates  for 
control  of  the  15-million-member 
denomination. 

Special  features  of  the  Tuesday- 
through-Thursday  SBC  will 
include: 

—  Evening  extravaganzas  June 
15  and  16  of  music,  drama,  multi- 
media  presentations,  preaching, 
and  testimonies  that  will  “put 
some  heart  and  some  soul  and 
some  real  unction  into  our  conven¬ 
tion  experience,”  said  SBC  Presi¬ 
dent  H.  Edwin  Young,  pastor  of 
Houston’s  Second  Church. 

The  first  focus  of  the  Tuesday 
night  extravaganza  will  be  the 
SBC’s  six  seminaries,  “Challenge 
to  Biblical  Preparation.” 

The  second  focus  will  be  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board’s 
“dramatic  musical  spectacular,”  as 
its  president,  James  T.  Draper  Jr., 
describes  it,  “The  Bible  Speaks  — 
For  Such  a  Time  as  This.”  The 
presentation  will  be  designed  to 
inspire  and  inform  the  audience  of 
the  variety  and  scope  of  the 
board’s  ministries,  Draper  said.  It 


will  feature  such  personalities  as 
country  music  performer  Ricky 
Skaggs  and  Christian  musicians 
Cynthia  Clawson  and  Wayne  Wat¬ 
son  and  other  singers,  actors, 
choirs,  and  video  technology. 

On  Wednesday,  a  missionary 
extravaganza,  “The  Church’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Zeal,”  will  feature  a  com¬ 
bined  report  from  the  SBC  Foreign 
and  Home  Mission  Boards,  mis¬ 
sionary  testimonies,  and  multi- 
media  and  dramatic  presentations. 

—  the  SBC  presidential  sermon 
by  Young,  who  is  likely  to  be 
nominated  and  elected  to  a  second 
one -year  term  as  convention  presi¬ 
dent.  Young  also  is  expected  to 
share  an  update  from  a  broad  study 
of  the  SBC  he  initiated  last  year. 
Nine  study  groups  have  been  at 
work  in  such  areas  as  foreign  and 
home  missions,  theology,  steward¬ 
ship,  families,  women,  and  eth¬ 
nics. 

—  the  convention  sermon  by 
Jack  Graham,  pastor  of  Dallas’ 
Prestonwood  Church. 

—  interpretations  of  the  Esther 
4:14  “Such  a  Time  as  iTus”  theme 
by  Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  of  Belle¬ 
vue  Church,  Memphis,  Tenn.; 
Richard  Land,  executive  director 
of  the  SBC  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission;  and  Charles  Fuller,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Plenty  of  hotel  and  motel  rooms 
remain  available,  said  Herb 
Hollinger,  an  SBC  Executive 
(See  SBC  on  page  9) 


Lottie  Moon  giving  is  expected  to  drop 
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Baptist  hospital  gives  to  Crestwood 


JACKSON  —  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center’s  departments  collect¬ 
ed  food,  clothing,  and  toys  for  the  Crestwood  Baptist  Mission  last  Christ¬ 
mas.  The  items  were  placed  in  wrapped  boxes  around  the  poinsettia 
Christmas  tree  in  the  lobby  of  the  hospital.  Luther  Tucker,  Crestwood 
manager,  thanked  the  hospital  staff  for  the  gifts,  saying,  "Almost  as  fast 
as  we  received  them,  we  gave  them  out  to  people  wno  may  not  have  had 
any  other  means  to  provide  for  their  families....  It’s  good  to  know  that  we 
can  at  least  give  gifts  above  their  basic  needs  once  in  a  while." 


Southern  Baptists 
denounce  murder  of 
abortion  clinic  doctor 


Adrian  Rogers  is  critical  of 
persons  speaking  for  him 

By  Herb  Hollinger 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Adri¬ 
an  Rogers,  former  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
deplored  Foreign  Mission  Board 
staff  speaking  on  his  behalf  in  an 
Associated  Baptist  Press  March  2 
stoiy. 

Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue 
Church  in  suburban  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  said  he  was  asked  if  the 
group,  attending  a  meeting  nearby, 
could  come  by  the  church  Feb.  18 
for  a  visit. 

“It  was  a  private  conversation 
among  friends,”  Rogers  said. 

Rogers  said  the  “voodoo  quota¬ 
tions”  —  other  people  quoting 
what  he  said  —  were  unethical, 
and  the  least  they  could  have  done 
was  to  call  him  to  ask  permission 
to  quote  him. 

-However,  Rogers  told  Baptist 
Press,  the  “conversation  with 
friends”  did  include  an  affirmation 
of  Woman’s  Missionary  Union, 
dismay  at  the  new  approach  by  the 
national  WMU  to  broaden  its  work 
beyond  SBC  entities  and  his  con¬ 
viction  that  if  WMU  no  longer 
wants  to  be  an  auxiliary  to  the  SBC 
but  operate  like  a  parachurch  orga¬ 
nization,  it  should  no  longer  have  a 
representative  on  the  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  or  the  Inter- 
Agency  Council. 

“I  want  to  affirm  what  the  WMU 


has  done"  in  its  105-year  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  SBC,  Rogers  said,  “in 
helping  raise  funds  for  the  mission¬ 
aries  and  for  promoting  mission 
education.” 

Rogers  said  men  in  the  SBC 
were  wrong  in  1888  to  exclude 
women,  which  led  to  the  WMU 
organizing  as  an  auxiliary.  It  is  not 
that  women  have  been  wrong  in 
leading  out  in  missions  in  Baptist 
churches,  Rogers  said,  but  that  men 
have  not  taken  an  interest  in  mis¬ 
sions  like  they  should. 

“We  need  to  put  male  leadership 
back  where  it  belongs,”  Rogers 
said,  in  supporting,  promoting,  and 
leading  out  in  missions.  When  men 
take  their  rightful  place  in  support¬ 
ing  missions  then  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  also  will  be  involved,  he  said. 

“Look  at  the  SBC  annual  meet¬ 
ing  time  —  when  the  pastors  are  in 
one  place  having  a  meeting  and  the 
WMU  is  at  another  having  its 
meeting,”  Rogers  said  in  explain¬ 
ing  how  the  two  groups  are  apart. 
“It’s  a  shame.” 

On  the  other  hand,  Rogers  said 
he  is  dismayed  at  the  “new  tack, 
the  new  approach”  voted  by  the 
national  WMU  in  January.  He  said 
he  would  rather  have  the  WMU 
continue  to  fully  support  Southern 
Baptist  missions  causes. 

“If  they  (the  WMU)  are  no 


longer  going  to  be  an  auxiliary  to 
the  SBC,  and  the  SBC  has  no  con¬ 
trol  over  them  like  other  SBC  enti¬ 
ties,  then  they  have  become  a  para¬ 
church  organization,”  Rogers  said. 

If  they  have  the  “freedom”  of  a 
parachurch  organization  then  they 
should  not  have  a  representative  on 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee, 
Rogers  said.  No  other  SBC  agency 
or  any  other  entity  has  a  represen¬ 
tative  on  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  group  met  in  Rogers’  church 
office  and  included  FMB  personnel 
who  were  attending  a  world  mis¬ 
sion  emphasis  Feb.  15-19  at  Mid- 
America  Seminary  in  Memphis. 
Listed  as  attending  the  meeting 
were  three  FMB  vice  presidents  — 
Sam  James,  Harlan  Spurgeon,  and 
Bill  Wakefield  —  and  staff  mem¬ 
bers  David  Cornelius,  Irma  Duke, 
Don  Reavis,  Herman  Russell,  and 
Kenn  Shirley. 

Reavis  and  Duke  were  quoted  in 
the  ABP  story  talking  about  what 
Rogers  said  but  other  information 
in  the  story  was  attributed  to  “par¬ 
ticipants.”  ABP  writer  Robert  Dil- 
day,  associate  editor  of  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Herald,  journal  of  Virginia 
Baptists,  noted  “attempts  to  contact 
Rogers  for  comment  were  unsuc¬ 
cessful.” 

HoDinger  is  director  of  Baptist 
Press. 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Southern  doctor  shot  and  killed  in  Florida. 
Baptists  are  reacting  in  horror  to  To  shoot  and  kill  a  human  being 
the  shooting  March  10  of  abortion  in  the  name  of  saving  human  life 
doctor  David  Gunn,  47,  by  alleged  is  grotesque.” 
assailant  Michael  Frederick  Grif-  Land  added,  “However,  we  also 
fin,  a  pro-life  demonstrator.  grieve  over  the  more  than  4,000 

Police  say  Gunn  was  shot  three  unborn  babies  killed  each  day  in 
times  outside  an  abortion  clinic  he  abortion  clinics  across  our  land, 
opened  in  Pensacola,  Fla.,  in  Feb-  The  Christian  Life  Commission 
ruary.  They  say  Griffin  admitted  will  continue  to  oppose  and 
to  shooting  Gunn.  The  incident  deplore  acts  of  fatal  violence 
occurred  during  a  pro-life  demon-  against  all  human  beings,  born 
stration  at  the  clinic.  and  unborn.” 

In  1984,  Pensacola  was  the  site  Bob  Jewitt,  a  Southern  Baptist 
of  Christmas  Day  bombings  of  an  who  is  media  coordinator  of  Oper- 
abortion  clinic  and  two  doctors’  ation  Rescue  nationally,  which  is 
offices.  unrelated  to  Rescue  America,  said 

Griffin  gave  police  a  .38-caliber  Operation  Rescue  has  had  more 
snub-nosed  revolver.  The  Wash-  than  72,000  arrests  since  1988  and 
ington  Post  reported  March  1 1  “has  not  had  one  incident  of  vio- 
Griffin  yelled  “don’t  kill  any  more  lence.” 

babies”  just  before  the  shooting.  “We’ve  always  taken  a  position 

Richard  D.  Land,  executive  of  nonviolence  in  everything  we 
director  of  the  Christian  Life  do,”  he  said.  “Our  organization 
Commission,  said,  “The  Christian  does  not  encourage  or  condone 
Life  Commission  has,  and  does,  violence.  We  don’t  think  killing 
oppose  and  deplore  the  use  of  vio-  solves  anything.  We  stand  for  the 
lence  to  protest  abortion.  We  protection  of  life,  and  we  don’t 
deeply  regret  the  tragedy  of  the  just  stop  at  unborn  babies.” 

Baptist  Book  Store  has 
new  manager,  Eddy  Perry 


Eddy  Perry  is  the  new  manager 
of  the  Baptist 

Book  Store  in 
Jackson  He  suc¬ 


ceeds  Charles 


McGlocklin 


who  has  retired. 
Perry  previously 
was  manager  of 
the  Baptist  Book 
Store  in  Balti¬ 
more,  Md. 


A  native  of  Clovis,  N.M.,  Perry 
attended  Dallas  Baptist  University, 
University  of  Texas,  Arlington, 
and  earned  the  B.B.A.  degree  in 
marketing  and  management  from 
Baylor  University.  Waco,  Texas. 

Perry  has  been  youth  minister  at 
Williams  Creek  Church  in  Axel, 
Texas,  and  Grace  Temple  Church 
in  Waco. 

He  and  his  wife,  Jill,  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  one  son.  Bradley. 


SWBTS  professor  composes  oratorio 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) —  Auditorium  for  every  perfor-  1978  while  serving  as  associate 
When  Michael  Cox  conducts  the  mance.  A  local  music  critic  has  professor  at  Oklahoma  Baptist 
200-voice  Oratorio  Chorus  at  called  the  choir  “one  of  the  best  of  University  in  Shawnee.  By  then. 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  May,  he  its  kind  in  the  world.”  he  had  learned  his  lessons  well, 

will  guide  the  choir  with  his  The  performance  in  May  will  be  having  received  a  bachelor  of 
hands.  But  his  heart  has  already  the  premiere  of  “Magnificat.”  But  music  degree  with  honors  from 
given  the  music  its  meaning.  it  is  by  no  means  the  first  piece  OBU,  as  well  as  a  master  of  music 

Cox  will  be  looking  for  the  choir  composed  or  arranged  by  Cox.  He  degree  from  the  Cincinnati  Col- 
to  interpret  the  music  the  way  the  has  received  awards  the  last  five  lege  Conservatory  of  Music, 
composer  intended  it  to  be  sung,  years  from  the  American  Society  “Regardless  of  inherent  skill, 
Cox  is  the  composer.  of  Composers,  Authors,  Publish-  music  develops  so  many  parts  of  a 

When  the  Oratorio  Chorus  per-  ers.  person’s  life,”  he  added.  “A  cer- 

forms  Cox’s  “Magnificat”  this  Growing  up  in  Frazier  Church,  tain  amount  of  gracefulness, 
spring,  the  composer/conductor  Memphis,  Term.,  Cox  remembers  poise, and  expression  through  per- 
will  have  one  of  Fort  Worth’s  Sundays  and  Wednesdays,  listen-  formance,  as  well  as  gaining  and 
main  stages  for  his  witness.  The  ing  to  booming  voices  sing  the  okl  building  self-confidence,  are 
seminary  chorus  has  gained  hymns.  developed  through  music  instruc- 

nationwide  fame  and  packs  Tniett  He  completed  his  first  anthem  in  tion.” 

Women  can  be  “changed  forever” 
by  ministry,  closeness  to  God 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas  (BP)  —  list  women  to  look  up  at  the  cross  women  to  “stay  in  control  of  your- 
Messages  encouraging  Christian  and  reach  out  and  touch  the  world  self  and  to  live  better  today  than 
women  to  love,  to  become  was  sounded  by  Esther  Burroughs,  yesterday.”  She  also  told  them  to 
involved,  to  retain  or  gain  self-  assistant  director  for  field  staff  in  “rest  and  read  the  Bible.” 
esteem,  and  to  take  control  of  their  the  Home  Mission  Board’s  evange-  Drum wright  urged  the  women  to 

lives  were  echoed  throughout  a  lism  development  division.  pursue  growth  in  their  spiritual 

three-day  conference  in  San  Anto-  “Oh,  women  of  God,  get  your  lives. 

nio,  Texas.  eyes  open  to  the  world  around  Growth  is  not  an  option  for  the 

More  than  800  women  from  Cal-  you,”  she  said.  “We  are  compelled  obedient  Christian,  Drumwnght 
ifomia  to  North  Carolina  attended  by  his  love  to  touch  the  world.”  said,  but  it  does  have  to  be  chosen, 
the  first  National  Christian  Other  general  session  speakers  Humans  naturally  shy  away  from 
Women’s  Enrictunent  Conference  included  Mamie  McCullough,  a  growth  because  of  the  pain  it  usu- 
March  5-7.  The  conference  was  co-  motivational  speaker  and  author  ally  brings  and  the  time  it  takes, 
developed  by  the  Baptist  Sunday  from  Richardson,  Texas,  and  Min-  “Growth  is  the  result  of  inner 
School  Board’s  discipleship  and  nette  Drumwnght,  director  of  the  work  by  God,”  Drum  wright  said, 
family  development  division  and  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  Interna-  “We  cannot  conjure  it  up.  We  can- 
W Oman’s  Missionary  Union.  tional  Prayer  Strategy  Office  not  plaster  it  on  our  outward  appear  - 

An  urgent  call  to  Southern  Bap-  McCullough  encouraged  the  ance.  It  is  an  inward  process  .” 


Perry 


Africa  concerns  dominate  BWA 


executive  committee  meeting 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  ”We 
ought  not  to  send  any  more  money 
to  Africa,”  thundered  John  Peter¬ 
son,  vice  president  of  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance  and  senior  pastor 
of  Alfred  Street  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Va.  » 

“If  we  as  Christians  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  Africa,  we  must  go  to 
the  heart  of  the  problem  and  stop 
the  arms,"  said  Peterson  as  he 
spoke  to  the  BWA  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  which  met  in  Washington 
March  1-4. 

“Not  one  piece  of  artillery  is 
made  in  Africa,”  said  Peterson, 
who  has  made  two  peacekeeping- 
attempt  trips  to  Liberia  on  behalf' 
of  the  BWA.  “All  come  from  the 
industrialized  world. 

“We  know  the  folk  making  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars,”  Peterson  said.  “If 


we  want  to  help  Africa,  stop  the 
aims.” 

Peterson  was  one  of  several  Bap¬ 
tist  leaders  who  challenged  the 
BWA  executive  committee  to 
focus  on  and  do  something,  espe¬ 
cially  politically,  for  Africa. 

It  was  Africa,  with  her  great  joys 

—  the  rapid  growth  of  the  church 
> —  and  her  great  sorrows  —  war, 
famine,  disease  and  exploitation 

—  that  was  the  main  focus  of  con¬ 
cern  and  prayer  of  the  executive 
committee  meeting. 

Describing  Africa  as  “a  most 
needy,  and  forgotten  continent  until 
the  recent  attention  on  Somalia,” 
BWA  President  Knud  Wumpel- 
mann  named  this  year  “the  year  of 
Africa”  and  called  on  the  BWA 
“to  concentrate  this  year  on  what 
we  can  do  for  Africa.” 


Wumpelmann  also  pointed  out 
while  1%  of  the  population  south 
of  the  Sahara  was  Christian  at  the 
beginning  of  the  20th  century, 
today  it  is  now  50%. 

“We  have  a  lot  to  learn  from 
Africa  and  it  is  time  for  us  in  the 
West  to  receive  some  of  this  new 
life  of  worship,”  Wumpelmann 
said. 

Wumpelmann  gave  examples  of 
Christians  who  witnessed  on  the 
trains  in  South  Africa  as  they  trav¬ 
elled  to  and  from  the  homelands 
for  work  —  witness  that  has 
resulted  in  churches.  He  talked  of 
the  sacrificial  faith  of  Christians  in 
Burundi  and  other  places  of  war 
who,  knowing  they  could  be 
killed,  still  gave  their  lives  to  full¬ 
time  Christian  ministry  and  leader¬ 
ship  in  Baptist  churches. 


“Church  growth  guru”  Hardin 


now  has  a  lab  to  test  theories 


ANN  ARBOR,  Mich.  (BP)  —  If 
Packard  Road  Church  doesn’t 
grow,  it  won’t  be  for  lack  of 
resources. 

Armed  with  detailed  neighbor¬ 
hood  demographics,  a  direct-mail 
campaign  and  a  pastor  who  edited 
Church  Growth  Magazine,  the 
congregation  is  poised  to  move 
beyond  being  a  “nurturing  center 
for  transplanted  Southern  Baptists” 
to  reach  the  unchurched  of  Aim 
Arbor,  says  pastor  Gary  Hardin. 

Hardin,  45,  came  here  last 
August  from  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board’s  magazine,  where 
as  editor  he  was  encouraged  to 
become  the  board’s  “church 
growth  guru.” 

Church  growth  is  the  hot  topic  of 
the  ‘90s  because  so  few  are  doing 
it,  Hardin  says.  “There  is  great 
concern  today  about  the  large  num¬ 
ber  of  churches  that  are  plateaued 
and  in  decline.” 

Only  about  15%  of  all  Christian 
churches  in  America  are  growing, 
Hardin  says,  a  factor  he  attributes 
to  congregations’  comfort  level. 


“In  every  church  are  large  numbers 
of  people  who  are  godly  and  who 
love  their  church,  but  they  like 
their  church  the  way  it  is.” 

“To  grow  is  to  change,  and 
change  is  painful.  So  in  other 
words,  growth  equals  pain,”  he 
says  with  the  confidence  of  a  con¬ 
ference  lecturer.  “Now  do  you 
know  why  85%  of  churches  in 
America  are  not  growing?” 

A  connoisseur  of  church  growth 
books,  tapes,  and  seminars,  Hardin 
says  all  resources  sing  from  the 
same  hymnal.  “There  is  a  body  of 
church  growth  principles  that  every 
resource  addresses  in  one  way  or 
another.” 

The  most  important  themes,  he 
says,  are: 

—  visionary  leadership  by  the 
pastor. 

—  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
community. 

—  a  high  priority  for  evangelism 
and  outreach. 

Hardin  is  using  those  principles 
to  inspire  Packard  Road  with  a 
vision  for  tripling  its  membership 


in  three  years  mough  innovative 
worship,  aggressive  evangelism, 
and  well-orchestrated  outreach. 

His  strategy  is  a  textbook  case 
study  in  church  growth,  and  his 
face  lights  up  discussing  the 
church’s  potential. 

“What  we  have  done  in  the  first 
six  months  is  position  ourselves  to 
grow,”  says  Hardin,  who  adds 
church  committees  have  worked  on 
everything  from  prayer  and  church 
visits  to  logos  and  demographics. 

Members  voted  in  February  to 
have  two  worship  services.  The 
8:30  a.m.  service  will  offer  tradi¬ 
tional  worship  and  the  11  a.m.  ser¬ 
vice  will  be  more  contemporary, 
with  a  five-person  ensemble 
instead  of  a  choir,  response  cards 
instead  of  an  altar  call,  and  praise 
choruses  instead  of  hymns. 

Hardin  is  careful,  however,  to 
point  out  that  plans  to  grow  a 
church  are  useless  without  God’s 
involvement. 

“Church  growth  is  the  work  of 
God,  however  church  growth  is  the 
work  of  God  through  Ins  people.” 


Joel  Gregory  “at  peace”  over  resignation 


FAIR  VIEW  HEIGHTS,  Ill.  (BP) 
—  Joel  Gregory  says  he  has  expe¬ 
rienced  great  peace  since  resigning 
as  pastor  of  First  Church,  Dallas, 
and  has  no  malice  or  bitterness 
regaidifcg  the  decision. 

Gregory  preached  three  times 
during  the  Illinois  Evangelism 
Conference  at  First  Church  in 
a  Fairview  Heights  March  11-12, 
then  spoke  to  the  miaou  Baptist, 
state  convention  newsjoumal,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  conference. 

Since  his  resignation,  Gregory 
^  said  he  has  preadied  “all  over  the 
country”  in  churches  and  confer¬ 
ences  and  has  served  as  guest  lec¬ 
turer  at  schools.  He  still  lives  in 
Dallas  and  plans  to  continue  his 
“itinerant  ministry”  for  the  fore- 
•  see  able  future. 

Gregory  stressed  he  has  “no  mal¬ 
ice  or  bitterness”  toward  First  in 
Dallas  or  senior  pastor  W.A. 
Criswell.  Rather,  he  said  he  has  a 


“sense  of  sadness”  because  of  the 
loss  of  a  “great  vision  and  possi¬ 
bility.” 

“They  will  go  on  and  I  will  go 
on,”  he  added. 

What  about  the  future?  Gregory 


is  unsure.  “My  very  philosophy 
about  moves  has  always  been  that 
that’s  at  someone  else’s  initiative,” 
he  stated. 

“Whatever  happens  to  me  is 
going  to  be  at  God’s  initiative.” 


Scott,  retired  MC  professor,  dies 


Charles  Watson  Scott,  83,  a 
retired  Mississippi  College  profes¬ 
sor  and  administrator,  died  of  heart 
failure  March  12  in  Jackson. 

Services  were  held  March  15  at 
First  Church,  Clinton,  with  burial 
in  Clinton  Cemetery. 

A  Brookhaven  native,  Scott 
spent  his  childhood  in  Hattiesburg. 
He  joined  the  Mississippi  College 
faculty  in  1949.  In  1952,  he  devel¬ 
oped  a  curriculum  for  graduate 
students  to  earn  masters ’s  degrees 
in  counseling  and  receive  AA  cer¬ 
tificates  to  serve  as  school  coun¬ 


selors. 

Scott  served  as'  MC’s  guidance 
and  admissions  counselor,  dean  of 
students,  and  director  of  the  coun¬ 
seling  center.  In  1991,  the  Charles 
W.  Scott  Counseling  Center  was 
named  in  his  honor. 

A  deacon  of  First  Church,  Clin¬ 
ton,  he  taught  a  Sunday  School 
class  and  served  as  president  of  the 
Brotherhood. 

Survivors  include:  wife,  Kath¬ 
ryn;  daughter,  Kathryn  Scoper  of 
Baton  Rouge,  La.;  and  two  grand¬ 
children. 


Baptists  feed  refugees 
in  former  Yugoslavia 
with  World  Hunger  funds 


CROATIA— The  bulk  of 
the  regions  15  rndkon 
refugees  are  tn  Croatia, 
many  result  from  Croatia  s 
own  war  with  Sert»a 


SERBIA— Sert>  leaders  contro*  most  ot  what  was 
the  Yugoslavian  central  government  As  Croatia 
and  Bosnia  nave  broken  away  Serbs  have  waged 
war  against  them  many  Serbs  Irving  «n  those  areas 
have  sought  safety  by  fleeing  back  to  Serbia 


BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA-  The  country  ,s  44  percent  Muslim 
31  percent  Serb  and  17  percent  Croat  Reports  say  Muslims 
are  fleeing  advancing  Serbs  who  are  flattening  villages  killing 
and  raping  Thousands  of  refugees  crave  deep  snow  and  go 
without  food  to  find  safe  places  *c  resettle  Many  have  found 
refuge  in  Croatia  Food  from  Baptists  nas  'cached  Bosnia 


Area  formerty 


Baptist  nurses  gather 
April  3  for  “Getaway” 


The  Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship  munity 
(BNF)  is  looking  forward  to  their 
annual  “Spring  Getaway”  to  be 
held  at  First  Church,  Leland,  on 
April  3.  The 
theme  centers 
“Build- 
■  ing  Blocks  of 
*  ^  ^  W  Ministry.” 

*  Registration 

f|‘  begins  at  8:30 
a.m.  The  pro¬ 
grams  starts  at  9 
t  a.m.  with  Mar- 
[s  cia  Eaves  pre- 
v£«.  siding.  Denise 

vess  Windom  and 

Kay  Travis,  senior  nursing  stu¬ 
dents  at  Mississippi  College,  will 
provide  special  music.  The  morn¬ 
ing  inspiration  will  be  led  by  John 
Vess,  chaplain  at  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Medical  Center  (MBMC)  in 
Jackson.  His  message  will  be 
“Leading  in  the  Workplace.” 

There  will  be  three  concurrent 
sessions,  begin- 
ning 
Jon 

Doler  will  lead 
pgr’  „  -S  the  session  enti- 
tied,  “Leading 
in  Meeting  The  Dolers 
J  ^Clients 


person  to  BNF 
Getaway, 
Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union,  P.O.  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone.  (601) 
968-3800. 


Barnes 


Each 

^  3  Day.”  Jon  Doler 

A  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Leland, 
M  ~  „  and  his  wife, 

Mccau  Scottie,  is  a 

heart/lung  transplant  client. 

Vickie  McCall,  staff  nurse  at 
Methodist  Medical  Center  in  Jack- 
son  and  a  volunteer  missionary, 
will  lead  the  session  entitled, 
“Leading  in  Caring  for  My  Com- 


Travis  (1),  Windom 


Register  now  for  Youth  World  Conference 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Registration  is  under  way  for  the  12th 
Baptist  Youth  World  Conference  Aug.  11-15  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe. 
Registration  is  being  handled  both  by  the  BWA  in  suburban  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  the  BWA’s  agent  for  the  conference,  Wilcox  Travel, 
Asheville,  N.C.  “It  is  very  important  that  everyone  planning  to  attend 
the  conference  register  with  Wilcox  as  early  as  possible,”  said  Paul 
Montacute,  BWA’s  youth  -director.  A  fee  of  US  $295  will  be  charged 
to  conference  participants  from  North  America,  Europe,  and  other 
parts  of  the  industrialized  world.  The  fee  will  help  enable  many  young 
people  from  Africa  and  other  developing  nations  to  attend  the  confer¬ 
ence,  Montacute  said,  noting  they  will  pay  a  reduced  fee,  which  will 
still  be  a  great  sacrifice  on  their  part. 


Area 

Population 

Capital 

Religions 


9028  sq.  mi. 

2,025.000 

Skopje 

E.  Orthodox 

Muslim 
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Baptist  pastor  follows  Macedonian 
call  to  reach  his  fellow  countrymen 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  — 

As  Sam  oil  Grozdanov  finished  his 
sermon  at  the  20-member  Baptist 
church  in  war-tom  Macedonia,  he 
invited  anyone  attending  to  talk 
with  him  after  the  service. 

As  the  congregation  filed  out,  a 
young  visitor  grabbed  Groz¬ 
danov ’s  hand  and  said,  “I  want  to 
be  baptized.” 

His  name  was  Sasa  and  he  was 
19  years  old.  Like  many  of  his 
peers,  he  had  been  searching  reli¬ 
gions  for  truth.  He  tried  Buddhism 
and  Transcendental  Meditation, 
but  they  did  not  fill  his  soul,  he 
told  Grozdanov. 

Near  suicide,  S;isa  decided  to  try 
attending  church.  He  went  to  an 
Eastern  Orthodox  church,  but  the. 

I  priest  did  not  help  him. 

Then  a  friend  invited  Sasa  to 
j  attend  Grozdanov ’s  church.  That 
Sunday,  he  heard  the  gospel  for 
the  first  time.  He  told  Gfozdanov, 

“This  is  it.  This  is  what  I’ve  been 
looking  for.” 

“There’s  been  a  revival  of  inter¬ 
est  in  religion  after  the  communist 
breakup,  especially  among  young 
people,”  Grozdanov  said.  “Unfor¬ 
tunately,  many  of  them  choose  the 

way  of  cults.”  infection  because  there  was  no 

The  cults  have  overwhelmed  medicine  to  treat  it. 

Macedonia,  an  unrecognized  coun-  “I  felt  tom  apart  bet 
try  of  more  than  2  million  people  mary  responsibilities 
in  what  used  to  be  Yugoslavia,  said.  “The  responsibility  to  my 
Islam  encompasses  40%  of  the  church  and  the  responsibility  to  my 
country.  The  Orthodox  churches  family.  So  I  just  left  it  to  the  Lord.” 
do  not  preach  a  clear  message  of  Grozdanov  obtained  visas  for  his 
salvation  and  persecute  those  who  family  through  a  series  of  miracles 
do,  Grozdanov  said.  and  the  help  of  Wedgwood  Jesus  Christ.” 

Redskins  coach:  success  in  relationships 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Joe  make  money.  coaching,  Gibbs  discovered  God 

Gibbs  is  a  success.  “I  bought  into  that.  But  I  kept  had  a  different  plan  for  the  world  — 

In  12  years  as  head  coach  of  the  feeling  that  something  was  miss-  and  his  life. 

Washington  Redskins  he  amassed  a  ing.”  Gibbs  rededicated  his  life  to 

record  of  140  wins  and  65  losses,  While  he  was  an  assistant  football  Christ  and  has  been  an  active 
leading  the  Redskins  to  four  Super  coach  at  the  University  of  Arkansas,  church  member  and  unashamed 
Bowls  and  three  Super  Bowl  titles.  moving  up  through  the  ranks  of  witness  for  Christ  ever  since. 


Church,  Fort  Worth,  where  Groz¬ 
danov  had  been  a  member  when 
he  attended  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary  from  1987-90.  He  took  the 
visas  as  a  sign  from  God  to  leave 
his  homeland. 

Fleeing  the  country  did  not  erase 
the  Macedonian  call  from  his 
heart,  however. 

Since  returning  to  Fort  Worth, 
Grozdanov  has  started  a  Macedon¬ 
ian  translation  of  the  Gospel  of 
John.  Using  the  original  Greek 
text,  he  is  fulfilling  his  Macedon¬ 
ian  call. 

Grozdanov  has  completed  14 
chapters  of  John  and  Wycliffe 
Bible  Translators  have  agreed  to 
help  him  translate  the  rest  of  the 
New  Testament.  In  addition,  a 
team  of  Christians  still  in  Macedo¬ 
nia  is  working  on  a  Macedonian 
translation  from  English. 

Grozdanov  longs  for  a  revival  in 
Macedonia,  where  becoming  a 
Christian  means  almost  instant 
persecution. 

“It’s  a  drastic  change  of  lifestyle. 
It’s  a  drastic  decision,”  he  said. 
“Not  like  here  in  the  States. 
You’re  a  Christian  here  —  so 
what?  When  you  become  a  Christ¬ 
ian  in  Macedonia,  you  risk  being 
ostracized  by  your  family.  Some 
are  thrown  out  of  their  homes, 
Grozdanov  blotted  out  of  the  family  books. 

“It  is  very  difficult  to  work  in  an 
environment  as  we  have  in  Mace¬ 
donia,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is 
very  rewarding  when  you  see 
someone  come  to  a  knowledge  of 


Bulgaria 


Skopje 


Albania 


Missions  in  action 


The  Brotherhood  of  Valley  Grove  Church,  Tupelo,  recently  donated 
materials  and  labor  to  re-roof  the  home  of  church  member  Bessie  Tackitt. 
The  project  was  part  of  a  community  missions  emphasis  program  which 
revitalized  the  Brotherhood  after  a  lapse  of  five  years.  Tommy  Tackett  is 
pastor,  Valley  Grove. 


Jesus  film  circulates 
through  former  USSR 


LAGUNA  NIGUEL,  Calif.  (EP)  have  never  had  access  to  the  Bible 
—  The  “Jesus"  film  continues  to  since  the  days  of  the  Bolshevik 
receive  wide  circulation  in  the  for-  revolution  over  70  years  ago,”  Esh- 
mer  republics  of  the  Soviet  Union,  leman  added, 
according  to  a  recent  report  from  Eshleman,  who  began  organizing 
Paul  Eshleman,  director  of  The  conferences  of  public  school 
Jesus  Film  Project  for  Campus  teachers  in  the  waning  days  of  the 
Crusade  for  Christ.  Soviet  Union,  says  more  than  21 

The  film  has  now  been  translated  conferences  of  educators  have 
into  26  Eastern  European  lan-  been  held,  attended  by  8,000  edu- 
guages  and  has  premiered  in  the  cators,  each  of  whom  received  a 
capital  cities  of  20  countries  and  copy  of  the  “Jesus”  film.  Addition- 
republics  including  Albania  and  ally,  one-and-a-half  million  pieces 
Mongolia  and  all  of  the  Muslim  of  teaching  and  follow-up  litera- 
rcgions  of  Russia.  In  each  country,  ture  have  been  distributed  to  the 
the  minister  of  education  attended  educators, 
the  premier  showings  of  the  film,  “We  have  trained  557  film  teams, 
opening  the  doors  for  the  movie  to  spread  across  the  1 1  time  zones  of 
be  shown  in  schools  and  class-  the  Commonwealth  of  Independent 
rooms  throughout  the  region,  Esh-  States,  and  have  shipped  more  than 
leman  said.  600  sets  of  equipment.  We  expect 

“One  of  our  great  legacies  is  the  the  churches  themselves  to  show 
13,000,000  copies  of  the  gospel  of  the  film  to  more  than  30,000,000 
Luke  we  have  placed  in  homes,  people  during  the  next  two  years,” 
given  free  of  cliargc  to  people  who  Eshleman  said. 


Devotional... 

Compassion  by  telephone 

By  Indy  Whitten 

On  Monday  morning,  March  1,  in  the  Prayer  Ministry  Office,  I 
noticed  my  husband  Charles  was  having  a  telephone  conversation  out 
of  the  ordinary.  He  was  talking  with  a  missionary  of  the  New  Tribes 
Mission  in  Brazil.  Charles  spelled  out  the  last  name  of  Marshall  Kill- 
crease. 

Killcrease  and  his  family  had  to  leave  Brazil  after  15  years  of  service 
because  of  the  illness  of  their  son,  Keith.  Killcrease  now  serves  as 
chaplain  of  the  Oakley  Training  School  for  delinquent  boys  in  Ray¬ 
mond.  Keith  requires  constant  medical  attention;  the  nearest  nursing 
home  to  be  found  is  in  Durant. 

Killcrease,  a  Baptist,  has  a  true  missionary  spirit,  even  while  living 
back  in  the  States.  He  learned  Portuguese  in  Brazil,  but  now  is  con¬ 
vinced  Spanish  could  be  more  useful  to  people  in  the  Jackson  area. 

He  called  the  Baptist  Building  Prayer  Line  for  help  and  advice  on 
becoming  more  proficient  in  Spanish. 

Before  hanging  up,  Charles  said,  “Let’s  pray  together  for  your  son, 
Keith.  Let’s  pray  in  Spanish.” 

I  was  standing,  working  on  some  material  to  mail  out,  but  I  felt  com¬ 
pelled  to  bow  my  head  and  take  part  in  the  prayer.  I’m  sure  God 
doesn’t  hear  any  more  Spanish  than  English  or  some  other  language, 
but  surely  it  pleases  him  that  two  missionary  fathers  were  praying  for  a 
sick  child. 

Thank  God  for  telephones  that  can  bring  people  together  in  times  of 
need. 

The  Whittens  are  volunteer  Prayer  Ministry  coordinators, 
MBCB. 


“Abstinence  is  biblical”  to 
be  campaign’s  emphasis 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  “Absti-  year  development  of  the  Christian 
nence  is  OK.”  For  unmarried  cou-  Sex  Education  series  for  parents 
pies,  it’s  biblical.  And  it  is  the  and  children, 
lifestyle  to  which  Christian  teens  The  board’s  new  Christian  sex 
should  abide,  a  youth  ministry  education  materials  and  the  cam- 
consultant  said.  paign  theme,  “True  Love  Waits,” 

That  is  the  message  behind  the  will  be  introduced  to  youth  minis- 
theme,  “True  Love  Waits,”  a  cam-  ters  at  the  Youth  Ministry  National 
paign  backing  the  new  Christian  Conference  4,  April  19-23  in 
Sex  Education  resources  being  Nashville,  according  to  Ross.  Dur- 
released  in  April  by  the  Baptist  ing  the  conference,  youth  ministers 
Sunday  School  Board.  will  be  challenged  to  take  the  mes- 

In  this  day  and  age,  “we  must  sage  of  abstinence  back  to  parents, 
challenge  teens  and  young  unmar-  teens,  and  churches, 
ried  adults  to  say,  ‘Abstinence  is  Jimmy  Hester,  coordinating  edi- 
OK,-”’  said  Richard  Ross,  youth  tor  of  the  sex  education  materials, 
ministry  consultant  in  the  General  said  the  Sunday  School  Board  is 
Leadership  Department  of  the  “joining  the  bandwagon  already 
board’s  church  growth  and  Sunday  happening  in  the  country  dealing 
School  division.  Ross,  creator  of  with  the  emphasis  on  abstinence.” 
the  “24-Hour  Counselor”  cassettes  “We  believe  that  the  only  safe 
for  youths,  participated  in  the  five-  sex  is  abstinence.” 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Glad  for  media  libraries  nant  10  the  tastes  of  our  brethren 


pi  Christian  Coalition  Kickoff,  deputy  assistant  to  the  executivi 
Whether  you  are  a  political  sophis-  director  of  Christian  Coalition, 
ticate  or  one  who  does  not  know  The  location  of  the  Leadershir 
what  a  ‘primary'  is,  our  Kickoff  School  seminar  included  in  th< 
will  inform  you  and  open  your  Kickoff  will  be  the  Holiday  Ini 
eyes  to  the  possibilities  for  change  North,  1-55  Frontage  Roat 
when  Christians  stand  together.  (between  Northside  and  Bnarwooi 
You  would  have  to  search  far  drives),  Jackson.  The  sessions  wil 
and  wide  to  find  a  more  esteemed  begin  promptly  at  8  a.in.  Saturday 
expert  on  our  heritage  as  a  Christ-  April  3. 

lan  nation  than  Peter  Marshall,  our  Please  make  this  invitation  tc 
guest  speaker  for  this  event.  Mar-  our  Leadership  School  open  tc 
shall  is  a  Presbyterian  minister  your  friends  and  church  members 
who  has  gained  national  recogni-  by  any  manner  you  can.  The  fee  is 
tion  as  an  evangelist  and  as  a  $35  per  individual,  $49  per  couple 
teacher  on  Christian  growth  and  and  $25  per  student.  You  may  pre- 


Editor: 

I  am  glad  that  the  Alcorn  Baptist 
Media  Library  Association  is 
going  to.promote  the  book:  Pro¬ 
motion  Plus  by  Bo  Prosser.  I  am 
sure  Danny  Ayala  will  do  a  good 
job.  Let’s  keep  him  in  our  prayers. 
(I  read  “BSSB  media  consultant 
will  hold  promotional  confer¬ 
ence.”) 

I  hope  PLUS  (other  promotional 
materials)  includes  such  audiovi¬ 
sual  materials  as  audio  cassettes, 
video  cassettes,  and  Christian  tele¬ 
vision.  After  thoughtful  and 
prayerful  review  by  any  leader, 
these  can  be  used  in  ministry  in 
very  effective  ways  for  teaching 
purposes. 

Joe  Cobb  Jr. 

Itta  Bena 

Choose  Board  support 


Editor:  - 

Our  WMU  does  not  agree  with 
the  WMU  leadership  in  their  “new 
vision”  for  the  future  of  WMU. 
We  believe  their  actions  are  inap¬ 
propriate  and  harmful  for  our  aux¬ 
iliary.  They  have  taken  a  position 
against  the  authority  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Boards  which  we  feel  is  both 
divisive  and  rebellious. 

Lottie  Moon  was  acquainted 
with  the  feminist  attitudes  of  her 
day  and  gave  this  wise  instruction 
to  women’s  organizations:  “In 
seeking  organization,  we  do  not 
need  to  adopt  plans  or  methods 
unsuitable  to  the  view  or  repug- 


In  response  to  Miley  Craft’s  let¬ 
ter  of  Feb.  25  (“Only  the  gos¬ 
pels”),  a  few  corrections  need  to 
be  pointed  out.  He  asked  for  Chris¬ 
tian  friends  to  “straighten  him 
out” 

Craft  noted  that  the  gospel  of 
John  records  seven  places  where 
Jesus  states  that  he  has  told  his  dis¬ 
ciples  “all  that  the  Father”  wanted 
him  to  teach.  Is  he  supposing  that 
we  have  recorded  for  us  in  the  gos¬ 
pels  everything  necessary  for  our 
faith  and  practice?  Did  Jesus  not 
say  in  John  16:12,  “I  have  many 
more  things  to  say  to  you,  but  you 
cannot  bear  them  now?”  Should 
we  discount  all  that  the  Holy  Spirit 


WE  LOVE  MATURE  ADULTS!  MOST  TOURS  HAVE  SPECIAL  50  PLUS  DISCOUNT 


FULLY 

ESCORTED 

TOURS 


PHONE  WITHIN  3  DAYS 


GET  8  OTHERS  &  GO  HALF  PRICE 

16  OTHERS  &  GO  FREE 


At  pm* 8ma,  MOM  apac*  (tin  availaM*  for  u low! 
u  $2839— AUSTRALIA-NEW  ZEALAND  A 
BEAUTIFUL  FLA,  SOUTH  PACIFIC  ISLAND— 
M«y  *-22.  Phono  IMMEDIATELY.  Lady  want*  to 
thara  a  DM.  AJao  for  ROYAL  BRITISH  ISLES— 
May  2S-fona  9  ter  *2478.  Lady  nr*  to  ahar*  a 
DM....  and  MTERLUOE  M  INDIA  A  NEPAL— May 
26-Ain*  10  for  83329.  Lady  wanta  to  ahar*  a  DM. 


ALASKA-  GET  6  OTHERS  A  GO  HALF 
PRICE  •  12  OTHERS  A  GO  FREE 


ALASKA  CLA8SK — May  SOJuna  9.  At  praaa 
8m*.  apaca  opan  for  83095  DM....  NORTH  TO 
ALASKA  -  YUKON  TERRITORY  A  BRITISH 
COLUMBIA — July  29-Aug.  1 7  for  82749.  Man 
want*  to  ahar*  DM.  ALASKA-UN9P0EED 
WILDERNESS— Aug  13-20  for  81799  ...  And 
OR  AND  ALASKA,  S*pt  12-23  for  82748. 


INTERNATIONAL  •  GET  8  OTHERS  A  GO 
HALF  PRICE  •  16  OTHERS  A  GO  FREE 


-  I 

GRAND  EXPERIENCES  M  SCOTTISH  HK3 14- 
LANDS,  ENGLAND,  WALES  A  SIELANO— July 
W®.  Al  pr*a*  9m*.  apaca  foil  ter  82438  Dbl  21 
dqr*.  33  maal*.  Comptela  «lghta«*av  AJrfar* 
indudad. 

PARADE  THROUGH  RUSSIA— EASTERN 
EUROPE  A  SCANOS4AVIA— S#pt  9-30  21  day*.  | 
Som*  **ato  avalabto  tor  82738  DM. 

. 

GOLDEN  OR* NT — SINGAPORE.  HONG  KONG 
A  PEOPLES  REPUBLIC  OF  CHB4A — Sapl  12-26 
with  David  Ray.  Date**.  Spac*  Ml  for  83439. 


GRAND  FOLIAGE  IN  NEW  ENGLAND  &  COLONIAL 
WILL  IA  MSB  UR  Q  .  LUXURY  MOTORCOACH 


Oct  6-16  WT»1  Am  a  Joy  YatM  of  Yazoo  City  8730 
DM.  11  . 


TREASURES  OF  HOLY  LAND  &  ROME  •  *1998 


Nov.  9-1 7  wdh  Carl  6  BobMa  Savai  el  Firat  Baptat 
HarAaon.  8199#  DAL  4  you  raaarva  IMMEDIATE¬ 
LY.  All  nighta  in  ISRAEL  in  on*  Jaruaalam  hotel. 
Compfate  SIGHTSEEING.  Braakfaat  A  Dinner 
DAILY,  ChriaAan  A  Hiatoricai  tight*  in  ROME. 
Taw*,  aatar*.  handling  fa**,  porterag*.  akycapa, 
Sovamman*  charga*  ALREADY  Indudad. 


LUXURY  MOTORCOACH  •  GET  8  OTHERS  8  GO 
HALF  PRICE  •  16  OTHERS  *  GO  FREE 


SAN  AMTOMO  RESTA  OF  ROWERS-Apd  20- 
24.  Spac*  avalabl*  for  8390  DM. 

TUUP  FESTIVAL  M  PELLA.  IOWA— THE 
AMAHA  COLOMES  A  OZARKS— May  3-8.  F*w 
a**t»  Ml  for  8440  OM. 

TUUP  SPECTACULARS!  HOLLAND,  IBCHF 
GAN — May  10-1 A  Kantocky.  IndUnapofa.  Chicago 
A  St  Louia  ateo  faakrrad.  Spac*  opan  ter  8470  DM. 


TME  SI  SAVANNAH,  CHARLESTON, 
MLTON  HEAD  BLAND,  GOLDEN  ISLES  A 
CALLAWAY  GARDENS— May  25-30.  Vary  UNIT¬ 
ED  tpae*  opart.  8439  DM. 


WE  CAN  ARRANGE  TRIPS  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 
GROUP  •  WITH  OR  WITHOUT  MOTORCOACH  • 


NEW  FOR  MSSMnPFI— W*Y*  davatoping 

INSPIRATIONAL  TOURS  wtfo  an****!*  on  FEL¬ 
LOWSHIP,  BIBLE  STUDY,  WORKSHOPS.  SEMI¬ 
NARS  A  SIGHTSEEING.  Would  Bia  to  haar  from 
P** tor*  A  toyman.  Canted  Dated  Ray. 


FIRST 

COME 

FIRST 

SERVED 


ERVATIONS  •  FREE  BRO 


THE  TRAVEL  CLUB 

362-0045  •  TOLL  FREE  1-800-841-8991 

1  North  M.ir{  Plaza  •  Box  9445,  JacKson  MS  39286 


REQUEST 
FREE  93 
SCHEDULE 


As  you  flip  through  the  TV 
channels,  you  notice  a  standup 
comedian  relating  a  tasteless  joke 
about  evangelists,  as  the  talk  show 
host  chimes  in  with  his  approval. 

You  pick  up  your  morning  paper 
only  to  read  that  the  same  school 
children  who  are  forbidden  to  pray 
in  classes  are  now  being  forced  to 
undergo  lessons  in  sexual  devia¬ 
tion  as  part  of  a  state-mandated 
“family  life  education”  course  that 
includes  books  entitled  Heather 
Has  Two  Mommies. 

Christian  America  has  been  a 
house  divided  for  far  too  long.  As 
such,  we  have  been  misrepresent¬ 
ed,  underrepresented,  and  outright 
ignored.  Strength  comes  through 
unity.  The  time  to  stand  together 
as  Christians  for  our  God-given 
rights  is  right  now. 

At  long  last,  a  grass  roots  coali¬ 
tion  of  evangelicals,  pro-life 
Catholics,  and  their  allies  has  been 
formed  to  make  government  and 
the  media  responsive  to  our  con¬ 
cerns.  Christian  Coalition  is  an 
issue-oriented  organization, 
designed  to  mobilize  and  train 
Christians  for  effective  political 
action.  It  is  our  stated  purpose  to 
reverse  the  moral  decline  and 
encroaching  secularism  in  our 
country,  and  reaffirm  our  godly 
heritage. 

Join  us  April  3  for  our  Mississip- 


NEED  A 
FUNDRAISER? 

BUY-ONE-GET-ONE-FREE 

Coupon  Books! 

50%  PROFIT! 

NO  RISK!  NO  INVENTORY! 

SUCCESS; 
Crossgates  Baptist 
Daniel  Memorial  Baptist 
Parkway  Baptist 

For  More  Information,  Call: 

John  Saxon 

(Ml)  3*44748 

1440  Old  Square  Rd  .  North  Jackson 


Human  Genome  Project 
offers  hope  and  concerns 


\  By  Linda  Lawson 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Break¬ 
throughs  in  the  treatment  of  cystic 
fibrosis,  breast  cancer,  Lou 
Gehrig’s  disease,  and  thousands  of 
other  genetic  disorders  will  result 
from  the  15-year  project  to  map 
the  human  genetic  blueprint, 
according  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
geneticist  about  to  assume  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  effort. 

At  the  same  time,  more  knowl¬ 
edge  about  genetic  makeup  poses  a 
range  of  moral  and  ethical  dilem¬ 
mas  that  must  become  the  focus  of 
discussion  among  the  scientific, 
ethical,  legal,  political,  and  reli¬ 
gious  communities,  Francis 
Collins  told  more  than  500  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  March  1-3  seminar  on 
“Life  at  Risk:  Crises  in  Medical 
Ethics”  sponsored  by  the  Christian 
Life  Commission. 

Collins  will  move  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  has  been  professor  of 
internal  medicine  and  human 
genetics,  to  direct  the  National 
Center  for  Human  Genome 
Research  in  Betbesda,  Md.,  later  in 
March.  He  said  he  expects  to  allo¬ 
cate  5%  of  project  funding  to 
research  and  dialogue  on  ethical 
issues. 

“I  believe  the  vast  majority  of 
research  of  the  Human  Genome 
Project  will  be  beneficial  —  allevi¬ 
ating  suffering,  saving  lives  —  all 


the  things  God  called  us  to  do,”  he 
said. 

Collins,  who  led  the  team  which 
in  1989  identified  the  gene  causing 
cystic  fibrosis,  said  the  “Human 
Genome  Project  promises  the  abil¬ 
ity  to  do  that  for  thousands  of  dis¬ 
eases.”  On  the  other  hand,  when 
people  are  able  to  find  out  they  are 
carriers  for  cystic  fibrosis  or  at 
high  risk  for  breast  or  colon  can¬ 
cer,  ethical  questions  abound. 

He  called  on  Christians  to  begin 
involvement  with  genetic  issues  by 
becoming  informed. 

“It  is  not  sufficient  to  take  a  stand 
against  something  without  under¬ 
standing  what  that  something  is,”  he 
said.  Churches  “must  get  involved 
in  such  a  way  that  they  are  for 
something,  not  agaiast  something." 

Noting  that  science  and  the 
church  “don’t  have  a  pretty  histo¬ 
ry,"  Collins  said  he  finds  the  two 
“wonderfully  compatible.” 

It  is  now  possible  to  identify 
about  85%  of  the  carriers  of  cystic 
fibrosis.  Also,  gene  therapy  is 
under  way  to  treat  those  suffering 
from  the  disease,  Collins  said. 

On  Aug.  25,  1989,  the  day  the 
discovery  of  the  cystic  fibrosis 
gene  was  announced,  an  8-year- 
old  girl  with  the  disease  wrote  in 
her  diary,  “Today  is  the  most  best 
day  ever  in  my  life." 

Lawson  writes  for  BSSB. 


Urgent  Alaska  Request 

Mt.  Redoubt  Baptist  Church  near  Kenai,  Alaska,  has  requested 
builders  to  help  work  on  its  building  this  summer.  Olyn  Roberts, 
Louisville  pastor,  has  accepted  its  invitation  for  assistance,  along 
with  the  building  project  at  Soldotna.  The  churches  are  located  about 
15  miles  apart.  Plans  are  for  flight  departure  from  Jackson  to 
Anchorage,  July  5,  with  bus  travel  from  Anchorage  to -Kenai  Return 
flights  from  Kenai  to  Jackson  leave  July  16.  For  more  information, 
call  Olyn  Roberts  at  (601)  773-5670.  Volunteers  with  campers  are 
also  welcome. 


Briarwood  Church,  Meridian,  called  Brian  Rowe  as  pastor.  He 
has  called  Jerry  D.  Bingham  as  received  his  education  from 
pastor  effective  Jan.  31.  A  native  William  Carey  College  and  New 
of  Kilmichael,  Orleans  Seminary.  Rowe  served  as 
he  received  his  interim  pastor  at  Pine  Crest 
education  at  Church  before  he  was  called  for 

^Clarke  College  full  time  service  on  Jan.  31. 
and  Mississippi 

College.  His  Gregory  Stanford  has  accepted 
previous  place  a  position  as  minister  of  educa- 
HH||^HOf  service  was  tion/youth  at  Dorsett  Shoals 
N  e  s  h  o  b  a  Church,  Douglasville,  Ga.  Stan- 
in  Church.  ford  served  on  the  staff  of  First 

Church,  Magee,  for  1 1  years. 


The  Spokesmen  will  be  concert 
at  Calvary  Church,  Durant,  March 
20,  at  7  p.m.  Also  on  program  will 
be  Jerry  and  Spin  Smith. 


Rachel  Fly,  15,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gerald  Fly,  u  as  present¬ 
ed  a  certificate  and  a  ten  year  Sun- 
_  day  School  per- 

feet  attendance 
pin  by  First 
Church,  Cof- 
leevilic.  «>n  Feh 
iagg|^<  121  Wilford 
R,  M  Harbour  is  Sun 

•  *1  d a v  School 

director  and 
Truman  Scar- 
borough  is  pas- 
Fly  tor. 


Bingham 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  has  called  Stephen  T. 

Dean  as  minister  of  music,  educa¬ 
tion,  youth,  and  associate  pastor 
effective  Jan.  24.  A  native  of  Syla- 
cauga,  Ala.,  he  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Montevello,  Mon- 

tevello,  Ala.,  and  is  in  his  third  High  Hill  Church  (Neshoba): 
year  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  March  21-24;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 

6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Mick- 

Temple  Church,  Myrtle,  has  ey  Trammel,  evangelist;  Chris 
called  Chris  Twilley  of  Ripley  as  Aldridge,  pastor, 
minister  of  music  and  youth  effec¬ 
tive  Feb.  21.  A  native  of  Arkabut- 
la,  he  is  a  student  at  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  College.  His  previous  place  of 
service  was  Arkabutla  Church. 

Twilley  served  as  a  summer  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Russia  in  1992. 

North  Greenwood,  Green¬ 
wood,  has  called  Jeff  Chamblee 
as  minister  of  music.  He  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Delta  State  University  and 
Southwestern  Seminary.  A  native 
of  Grenada,  his  previous  place  of 
service  was  First  Church,  Hazle- 
hurst.  Ga.  Jim  Phillips  is  pastor  of 
North  Greenwood  Church. 


Jericho  Church,  Baldwyn 

(Union):  Feb.  28-Mar.3;  David 
Davis,  Pearland,  Texas,  evangelist; 
Mark  Garrett,  New  Albany,  music; 
35  professioas  of  faith;  Neil  Davis, 
pastor. 


Pine  Crest  Church,  Star,  has 


Travel  to  Tel  Aviv,  Tiberias, 
Upper  Galilee,  Jerusalem,  and 


McDowell  Road  B.C 

1020McDoweURd. 
Jackson,  MS  39204 
for  free  ticket  information 
call  372-1594 


YOUNG 

From  page  3 


RANKIN  COUNTY  CHURCH  Kosciusko.  MS  39090;  phons 
reads  portable  buildings  to  house  (601)289-4317. 
growing  Sunday  School.  Contact 

Stave  Stubblefield,  P.O.  Box  THE  COMMUNITY  BAPTIST 
1497,  Brandon,  MS  39043.  CHURCH  in  Columbus.  Miss.,  is 

presently  looking  for  a  part  time 
BIG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all  minister  of  music  and  youth.  Any 
sizes.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (318)  indhridual  who  is  interested  should 
939-2239.  mail  a  resume  to:  Community  Bap¬ 

tist  Church,  Search  Committee 
EXPERIENCED  CHURCH  PEWS  Chairman.  2490  Yorkville  Road 
for  sale.  Light  oak  stain  with  red  East.  Columbus.  MS  39702  or  they 
padded  seat.  Harmony  Church,  may  cal  327-5306  or  328-2105. 
New  Albany.  (601)  534-5586. 

PORTABLE  SOUND  SYSTEM. 
FOR  SALE:  1971  GMC  28-pas-  Ideal  for  small  church,  fellowship 
senger,  327  V8  church  bus.  Sec-  hall  or  singing  group.  Call  James 
ond  Baptist  Church.  203  Lee  St..  Crittenden  at  (318)  539-3678. 


Oskhurst  Baptist  Church 
CWksdale  Mss  & 

Dr.  Tommy  Tutor,  pastor, 

invte  M  former  members  to  tie 


earned  out  Thai  comes  through  the  —  Southwestern  Seminary:  “I 
president  and  the  administration,  have  so  much  confidence  in  this 
The  trustees  are  to  be  a  sounding  institution,  in  the  faculty,  in  what's 
hoard  for  hmi  for  what's  happening  being  taught  here.  I  had  two  boys 
out  there.''  go  through  here  and  they  had  a 

He  added  trustees  are  “trusted  blue-chip  experience.  Both  of  them 
with  the  responsibility  of  our  came  out  with  great  images  of  the 
denomination,  with  seeing  that  this  school  and  a  great  love  and  appre- 
institution  or  any  entity  that's  SBC  ciation  for  faculty  and  what  hap- 
funchons  according  to  the  purpose  pened  here  Southwestern  has  been 
for  which  it  was  chartered  .  product -driven  and  I  think  this  is 

—  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  the  key."  he  saM. 

“They're  an  autonomous  body.  —  The  Foreign  Mission  Board 
They  're  not  connected  to  (the  SBC)  presidency:  Young  said  "we’re  fair 
in  any  by  Law -kind  of  way.  They've  ly  dose.  I  thmk  it  will  be  someone 
been  an  auxiliary  that  I  believe  most  everybody  will 

"Evidently  theu  leadership  feels  say  'Amen'  when  the  selection 
that  they  need  to  be  ecumenical  — -  comes  down.  I  think  we're  close 
that  they  need  to  be  open  to  other  and  we've  just  got  a  linle  more 
missionary  groups  I  personally  prayuig  to  do." 


Sunday,  April  4, 1993 

9.46  am  Sunday  School 
11 90  am  worship.  Dr.  MCauaoy 
Exacufeva  Director.  MBCB 
12  30  pm  ’Inch. 


For  reservations  and  information 
cal  (601)624-6551 


Just  for  the  Record 


Shubuta  (Clarke):  March  21 


by  The  Gospel  Messengers  of  Flo¬ 
rence;  Dale  Nowell,  pastor. 

Mt.  Olive,  Smithdale:  March 
26-28;  youth  revival;  evening  ser¬ 
vices,  7  p.m.  and  11  a.m.  on  Sun¬ 
day;  Robert  Toney,  Marion  Coun¬ 
ty,  formerly  from  Mt.  Pleasant, 
evangelist;  Phillip  Robertson, 
youth  pastor/music,  Milldale, 
Zachary,  La.,  music;  Laurie  Wick¬ 
er,  Calvary,  Zachary,  La,  pianist; 
Dan  Fenn,  Thompson,  Smithdale, 
organist;  Irene  Johnston,  youth 
minister,  Shelly  Johnston,  music; 
Ronnie  Jones,  pastor. 

Faith,  Hickory  Flat:  March  21- 
24;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.- Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Randy  rutral, 
pastor,  Falkner  Church,  evangelist; 
Johnny  Thompson,  musicTw.G. 
Dowdy,  interim  pastor. 

Christ,  Greenwood:  March  21- 
24;  7  p.m.;  Stefan  Eubanks,  Fos¬ 
ters,  Ala.,  evangelist;  Duane 
Jensen,  Carrollton,  music;  L.D. 
Brown  Jr.,  pastor. 

Poplar  Springs  (Itawamba): 

March  21-26;  7  p.m.;  Kenny 
Digby,  evangelist;  Terry  Paul  Gra¬ 
ham,  pastor. 

Perry  Comity  Association:  Old 
Time  Tent  Revival  near  railroad 
crossing.  New  Augusta;  March  21- 
26;  special  music,  6:45  p.m.;  ser¬ 
vices,  7  p.m. 

thew  18:6-7:  “But  whoso  shall  Oak  Grove,  Mize:  March  21-24; 
offend  one  of  these  little  ones  which  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon- 
believe  in  me,  it  were  better  for  him  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Buddy  Keyes,  Lau- 
that  a  millstone  were  hanged  about  rcl.  evangelist;  Wilmer  Holi Field, 
his  neck  and  that  he  were  drowned  Taylorsville,  music, 
in  the  depth  of  the  sea.  Woe  unto 
the  world  because  of  offenses!  for  it 
must  needs  be  that  offenses  come; 
but  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  the 
offense  cometh!”  In  addition,  you 
wilL  have  knowingly  contributed  to 
the  spiritual  and  moral  decadence  of  Committee  vice  president  serving 
the  next  generation.  No  wonder  the  as  convention  manager.  Messen- 
apo6de  warned,  “It  is  not  good  to  gets  have  registered  for  64%  of  the 
wine”  (Rom.  14:21,  NIV).  8,000  rooms  reserved  for  the  SBC 
Cooper  is  director  rfiamhi  by  the  Greater  Houston  Conven¬ 
tional  relations,  seminars,  and  tion  A  Visitors  Bureau,  he  said, 
conferences,  Soethern  Baptist  Requests  for  SBC  housing  forms 

should  be  directed  to  the  SBC  Con¬ 
vention  Housing  Manager,  901 
Commerce  St,  Suite  750,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37203,  (615)  244-2355. 


Fran“,n  County,  recently  held  a  recognition  service 
nnifJi  Juc  ACil8flnsJ  %  (above,  left  to  right)  honored  were:  Lacy 
2fi ril  Smallwood,  Ashley  Stephens,  Britton  Lewis,  Allan  Souther¬ 
land,  and  Jessica  McDowell.  Ilene  Southerland  is  GA  leader. 

Acteens  (below)  honored  were:  Julie  Stephens  and  Marjie  Griffin.  Sandi 
Stephens  is  Acteen  leader. 


The  National  Convocation  on 
Christian  Education  will  be  held 
on  the  campus  of  the  University  of 
Richmond,  Richmond,  Va.,  June 
3-5.  Sponsored  by  Smyth  &  Hel- 
wys,  publishers  of  Formations 
curriculum  materials,  the  convo¬ 
cation  will  feature  workshops  and 
lectures.  Worship  will  be  led  by 
Don  Nixon  and  the  choir  of 
Northminister  Church,  Monroe, 
La.  Cost  of  the  convocation,  is 
$125  (double)  and  $135  (single). 
For  more  information,  contact 
Smyth  &  Helwys  Publishing, 
1400  Coleman  Ave.,  Macon,  GA 
31207,  phone  (800)  747-3016. 
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PUBLISH  YOUR 
FAMILY  OR  CHURCH 
HISTORY 

Share  your  research  with  others 
by  publishing  a  book. 

Publish  your  Church  History  or 
Family  History  for  Reference 
and  Enjoyment 

Attractive  volumes  make  great 
gifts  for  family,  friends,  and 
church  members. 

For  More  Information.  Call: 

Northpointe  Publishing 

1440  Old  Square  Rd..  Jreksou.  MS  39211 

(*•1)344-1741 


Improves  clarity  of  sound  in  | 
home,  school  or  church 
Under  $200  1-489-4628 

ADO  P  O  Box  955  Pontotoc.  MS  388631 


non  maienais  to  non-SBC  groups 
such  as  Baptist  moderates’  Coop¬ 
erative  Baptist  Fellowship  “at  their 
request.  WMU  leaders  have 
maintained,  however,  that  WMU 
will  promote  only  the  yearly  FMB 
and  HMB  missions  offerings  in 
Southern  Baptist  churches,  not  a 
competing  CBF  offering  initiated 
in  1992. 


pulpits  baptistne s. 

Van  Winkle  stam«d  glass  carp*. 

steeples  light, ng 

Church  folding  doors. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton .  MS  38843 
In  MS  Jolt  Free  1-800-824-9627 


Harmony  Church,  Crystal  Springs,  recently  dedicated  its  new  education 
and  fellowship  building.  High  attendance  day  was  observed,  with  a  record 
set  of  347  in  Sunday  School.  Above,  Clark  Stewart,  pastor,  presents  a 
plaque  of  appreciation  to  leaders  who  served  as  committee  chairmen  for 
Toalston  writes  for  Baptist  !^e  building  program.  They  are  (left  to  right):  Larry  Bell,  building  commit- 
cas.  *?•.  chairman;  Jim  Farmer,  Challenge  to  Build  chairman;  and  Charlie 

Sojourner,  trustee  chairman. 
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Uniform 


The  light  of  the  world 


By  Chuck  Pourciau 
John  9:1-12,  35-41 


I  have  been  amazed  at  the  recent  medical  advances  in  the 
area  of  the  human  eye.  A  new  form  of  surgery  can  elimi¬ 
nate  forever  in  some  patients  the  need  for  contacts  or  glass¬ 
es.  Eye  surgeries  are  more  painless  and  the  recovery  time 
shorter  than  ever  before.  Yet  despite  the  progress  many  eye 
problems  and  diseases  remain  a  mystery. 

In  John  9  Jesus  did  not  need  medical  technology  to  heal  a 
man  who  had  been  blind  from  birth.  John’s  primary  pur¬ 
pose  in  relating  this  account  was  not  to  amaze  us  at  the 
power  of  Jesus  to  heal  people  physically.  John’s  primary 
purpose  was  to  show  us  that  Jesus  can  heal  man  spiritually. 
He  gives  sight  to  the  spiritually  blind.  He  is  the  light  of  the 
world. 

Jesus  can  bring  light  into  the  darkest  of  situations  (vv. 
1-7).  The  account  began  with  the  disciples  attempting  to 
assign  responsibility  for  the  man’s  blindness.  Jesus  brushed 
that  attempt  aside  and  healed  the  man.  The  disciples  were 
looking  for  someone  to  blame,  but  Jesus  was  concerned 
with  who  he  could  change.  The  disciples  saw  the  problem. 
Jesus  saw  the  opportunity.  We  must  realize  that  Jesus  can 
bring  light  into  the  darkest  of  situations.  By  doing  that  we 
will  enable  ourselves  to  look  beyond  the  problem  to  the 
opportunity.  We  need  to  be  able  to  see  people  the  way 
Jesus  sees  them.  Then  we  need  to  communicate  to  them 
that  no  darkness  is  so  dark  that  God  cannot  bring  his  light 
to  it. 

The  light  of  Jesus  is  a  result  of  man’s  obedience  (vv.  8- 
12).  The  healed  man  received  a  great  deal  of  attention.  The 
healing  was  so  miraculous  that  some  even  denied  that  it 
was  the  same  man.  That  is  the  case  when  the  light  of  Jesus 
dispels  the  darkness  of  the  world.  The  change  is  so  radical 
that  some  will  have  a  difficult  time  believing  their  eyes  and 
ears.  And  the  light  of  the  world  is  the  only  thing  that  can 
bring  about  a  change  that  provides  complete  fulfillment. 

In  verse  10  the  healed  man  was  asked  how  his  eyes  were 
opened.  Basically  he  said,  “I  did  what  he  told  me  to  do.” 
Obedience  was  the  key,  and  this  underscores  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  being  obedient  to  the  Word  of  God.  We  do  not 
increase  the  light  in  our  lives  by  merely  hearing  the  Word. 
We  walk  in  the  light  when  we  do  the  Word. 

The  light  of  Jesus  is  a  result  of  man’s  faith  (vv.  35-38). 
The  man’s  second  encounter  with  Jesus  was  even  more  sig¬ 
nificant  than  his  first.  He  went  from  believing  about  Jesus 
to  believing  in  Jesus.  Herschel  Hobbs  put  it  this  way:  “Now 
Jesus  had  opened  the  eyes  of  his  soul."  The  immediate 
result  was  that  the  healed  man  worshiped  Jesus. 

Man  can  believe  everything  the  Bible  says  about  Jesus 
and  never  know  Jesus.  Man  receives  the  light  of  Jesus 
when  he  trusts  in  Jesus  as  his  personal  Savior. 

Also,  the  natural  result  of  receiving  the  light  is  worship. 
After  man  is  redeemed,  his  life  can  be  summed  up  with  one 
word,  worship.  All  of  life  should  be  an  expression  of  our 
wqrship  of  the  Father.  * 

The  light  of  Jesus  can  be  misunderstood  by  religious 
people  (vv.  39-41).  This  healing  caused  quite  a  stir,  and  the 
Pharisees  did  all  they  could  to  discount  it.  They  questioned 
the  healed  man  and  his  parents  at  length.  All  the  man  could 
say  is  all  we  can  say  when  someone  tries  to  discount  our 
claims  concerning  Jesus:  “I  was  blind  but  now  I  see.”  The 
Pharisees  finally  became  so  disgusted  with  him  that  they 
branded  him  a  sinner  and  threw  him  out.  Because  of  their 
closed  minds  the  Pharisees  pronounced  judgment  on  them¬ 
selves. 

We  must  be  careful  that  we  do  not  allow  pur  religion  to 
blind  us  to  the  light.  Everything  we  do  must  be  evaluated  in 
the  light  of  Jesus  Christ  and  not  in  light  of  culture,  society, 
or  tradition. 

I  was  once  on  a  tour  of  a  cave  when  the  guide  asked  us  if 
we  knew  the  true  color  of  a  cave.  He  turned  off  the  lights  to 
show  us  the  true  color  was  black.  He  then  lit  a  single 
match,  and  I  was  amazed  at  how  much  darkness  was  dis¬ 
pelled  by  that  single  match. 

You  may  sell  yourself  short  and  wonder  what  difference 
you  alone  can  make  in  such  a  dark  world.  You  will  be 
amazed  at  what  a  difference  you  can  make  if  you  just  let 
your  single  light  shine.  It’s  easy  to  curse  the  darkness,  but 
it’s  life-changing  to  light  a  match. 

Pourdau  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Louisville. 
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Bible  Book 

Assurance  for  God's  anointed 


By  Guy  A.  Hughes 
Psalms  23, 20, 110 


v 

Long  ago,  Jesus  Christ  said,  “My  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world.”  Ever  since,  many  of  his  well-meaning  followers 
have  endeavored  to  make  his  kingdom  of  this  world.  We 
must  proclaim  the  gospel  to  the  entire  world!  We  must 
attempt  to  bring  every  soul  to  Christ!  Yet,  we  must  realize  a 
fact  —  the  kingdom  of  God  will  never  exist  in  this  world  as 
we  know  it.  The  kingdom  of  God  is  coming.  Until  then,  this 
world  (and  the  nations  which  comprise  it)  is  on  a  collision 
course  towards  judgment.  Refusal  to  recognize  the  lordship 
of  Christ  will  result  in  disaster. 

The  futility  of  opposing  God's  king  (2:1-3).  This  Psalm 
reveals  a  conspiracy  against  the  Lord  and  his  anointed. 
Nations  and  peoples  plot  to  destroy  the  plan  of  God.  The 
word  “rage”  literally  describes  a  horse  snorting  as  it  enters 
into  battle.  There  is  a  deliberate,  obstinate,  and  ongoing 
opposition  to  the  Lord’s  work  on  this  earth.  What  is  their 
purpose?  “Let  us  break  their  chains,”  they  say,  “and  throw 
off  their  fetters.”  The  chains  and  fetters  referred  to  are 
God’s  restraints  for  our  corrupt  appetites  and  passions.  Men 
love  to  oppose  religion  because  they  are  impatient  with  the 
restraints  and  obligations.  The  Ten  Commandments  are  a 
threat  to  their  rebellious  nature.  However,  their  plots  and 
schemes  are  futile.  God  laughs  at  such  prideful  arrogance 
(v.  4). 

The  decree  of  the  Lord  (2:7-11).  God  did  not  pronounce 
Jesus  as  King  of  Kings  by  some  sudden  resolve  or  trial 
experiment.  His  plan  for  the  salvation  of  mankind  was  eter¬ 
nal  in  the  making  and  sprang  from  divine  wisdom.  This 
messianic  reference  in  verse  7  confirms  the  virgin  birth  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  solidifies  his  right  to  be  King.  This  verse 
was  quoted  three  times  in  the  New  Testament  (Acts  13:33, 
Hebrews  1:5,  5:5)  to  prove  the  superiority  of  Jesus.  God 
promised  the  king  absolute  victory  and  control  over  the 
nations  in  verses  8-9.  He  then  warns  the  kings  of  the  earth 
to  act  wisely  for  they  must  one  day  answer  to  the  King  of 
Kings. 

Request  for  the  Lord’s  help  for  the  king  (20:15).  This 
Psalm  was  a  prayer,  by  the  people,  for  the  earthly  King 
David.  We  find  their  prayers  focused  on  three  things.  First, 
they  prayed  God  would  be  with  the  king  during  troubled 
times  (v.  1-2).  Second,  they  asked  God  to  accept  the  king’s 
offerings  (v.  3).  This  request  was  a  desire  on  their  part  for 
the  king  to  have  a  personal  walk  and  spiritual  relationship 
with  God.  Third,  they  prayed  for  God  to  guide  the  king’s 
plans  (v.  4).  We  would  do  well  to  pray  these  three  requests 
for  our  nation’s  leaders. 

Assurance  of  the  Lord’s  help  for  the  king  (20:6-9). 
Verse  7  reminds  us  the  strength  of  any  king  does  not 
depend  on  his  nation’s  military  capabilities,  but  on  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  willingness  to  trust  in  the  Lord.  The  Lord  has 
promised  help  to  the  king  who  seeks  his  face.  Salvation 
does  not  rest  upon  any  earthy  ruler  and  his  programs,  but 
upon  the  Lord  and  his  decrees. 

The  Lord  as  King  (110:1-2).  Jesus  quoted  verse  1  as  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  kingship  (Mark  12:35-37).  Peter  also  quoted 
this  verse  in  his  sermon  at  Pentecost.  In  this  Psalm,  the 
earthly  King  David  looked  ahead  to  the  heavenly  King 
Jesus,  who  would  descend  to  earth  to  defeat  God’s  enemies 
and  rule  forever.  On  that  day,  no  vote  will  be  taken. 
Democrats  nor  Republicans  can  win.  The  outcome  has 
already  been  decided.  T.Z.  Koo  said,  “The  kingdom  of  God 
does  not  exist  because  of  your  effort  or  mine.  It  exists 
because  God  reigns.  Our  part  is  to  enter  his  kingdom  and 
bring  our  life  under  his  sovereign  will." 

His  kingdom  is  coming;  Oh.  tell  me  the  story!  Cod' s  ban¬ 
ner  exalted  shall  be;  The  earth  shall  be  filled  with  his  won¬ 
der  and  glory.  As  waters  that  cover  the  sea. 

Hughes  is  pastor.  Friendship  Church,  Grenada. 


Life  and  Work 

Planning  for  the  future 


By  Laura  Russell 
Genesis  41:  28-31, 33-40 


Preparing  for  the  future  is  something  God  expects  us  to 
do.  Some  people  find  the  prospect  of  planning  boring  and 
unnecessary.  But  planning  is  a  responsibility,  not  an  option. 
Our  planning  and  prosperity  can  be  a  great  witness  to  unbe¬ 
lievers,  but  only  if  we  plan  for  the  future  using  God’s  guid¬ 
ance.  If  you  put  God’s  desires  at  the  center  of  your  plan¬ 
ning,  be  will  never  disappoint  you. 

Joseph  interprets  Pharaoh’s  dream  (w.  28-31 ).  When 
Pharaoh’s  Cupbearer  was  freed  from  prison,  he  forgot  about 
Joseph.  It  was  two  years  before  Joseph  had  an  opportunity 
to  be  freed  (41:1).  Our  most  important  opportunities  may 
come  when  we  least  expect  them.  Joseph  was  brought 
quickly  from  the  dungeon  and  before  Pharaoh  with  no 
warning.  He  had  no  time  to  prepare,  but  because  of  his 
right  relationship  with  God,  he  was  ready  when  Pharaoh 
questioned  him.  We  must  be  ready  for  opportunities  by  get¬ 
ting  to  know  more  about  God,  then  we  can  call  on  him 
when  opportunities  come  our  way. 

Joseph  explains  that  it  is  God  that  enables  him  to  interpret 
Pharaoh’s  (beams.  He  then  explains  the  meaning  of  the 
seven  fat  cows  and  seven  foil  ears  of  com,  and  the  seven 
sinister  cows  and  seven  blasted  ears.  The  meaning  was 
seven  years  of  plenty,  followed  by  seven  years  of  famine. 

Joseph  proposes  a  plan  (vv.  33-36).  After  interpreting 
Pharaoh’s  dream,  Joseph  gave  the  king  a  survival  plan  for 
the  next  14  years.  He  suggests  that  a  food  administrator 
should  be  selected  and  set  over  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  that 
overseers  should  be  appointed  throughout  Egypt.  These 
overseers  should  see  to  it  that  one  fifth  of  the  produce  of 
the  land  was  stored  up  during  the  seven  years  of  plenty  as  a 
reserve  for  the  seven  years  of  famine. 

Joseph  went  beyond  mere  interpretation  and  gave  some 
down-to-earth  advice.  No  time  was  to  be  lost.  A  wise  man 
of  superior  ability  would  have  to  be  found  to  supervise 
agricultural  production,  gather  the  stores  of  grain,  and  dis¬ 
tribute  the  stored  resources.  The  position  would  demand  the 
best  man  the  kingdom  could  afford. 

Pharaoh  accepts  Joseph’s  proposal  (v.  37).  Fortunately, 
Pharaoh  was  a  wise  man.  He  was  pleased  by  Joseph’s  pro¬ 
posal  and  accepted  it.  At  last  Joseph  had  come  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  king.  His  ability  to  interpret  dreams  had  brought 
him  before  the  king  in  a  favorable  light.  The  situation 
turned  out  well  for  Joseph  and  for  all  the  people  of  the  land. 
Just  as  in  the  case  of  Joseph,  when  we  make  wise  plans  for 
the  future,  others  will  benefit  from  and  recognize  the  value 
of  those  plans. 

Pharaoh  puts  Joseph  in  charge  (vv.  38-40).  The  king 
was  impressed  by  Joseph’s  dream  interpretation  and  by  his 
wise  suggestions.  He  recognized  the  guiding  inspiration  of 
God  in  the  life  of  Joseph,  so  he  appointed  him  to  be  the 
official  who  would  do  what  he  suggested.  The  Pharaoh 
established  an  official  position  for  Joseph  and  gave  him 
great  authority.  Joseph  was  second  in  authority  only  to  the 
king  himself. 

Joseph  rose  quickly  to  the  top,  from  prison  walls  to 
Pharaoh's  palace.  His  training  for  this  important  position 
involved  first  being  a  slave  and  then  a  prisoner.  In  each  sit¬ 
uation,  he  learned  the  importance  of  serving  God  and  oth¬ 
ers.  Whatever  your  situation,  no  matter  how  undesirable, 
consider  it  part  of  your  training  program  for  serving  God. 

Planning  for  the  future  is  time  well  spent  Worrying  about 
tomoorow  is  time  wasted.  Careful  planning  is  thinking 
ahead  about  goals,  steps,  and  schedules.  It  is  also  trusting  in 
God’s  guidance.  When  done  well,  planning  can  help  allevi¬ 
ate  worry.  As  we  plan  for  the  future,  may  we.  like  Joseph, 
be  a  faithful,  trusting  people,  and  a  people  in  whom  the 
spirit  of  God  lives. 

Russell  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Brandon. 
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and  children  at  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  take  advantage  of  the  ARTS  AND 
CRAFTS  time  provided  for  them  by  our  recreation  coordinator  (Doug  Duncan)  and  Activities 
Coordinator  (Bob  Catlett).  Pictured  are  Linda  Shaver  (top)  and  Clara  Stephens  (bottom) 
painting  ceramics.  Their  pieces  will  be  fired  in  a  kiln  donated  to  The  Village  by  North  Oxford 
Baptist  Church. 


To  stem  God’s  wrath,  church  must 
proclaim  truth,  MacArthur  says 


By  Tom  Strode 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The  Unit-  when  it  does  not  tolerate  anger  legs  out  from  under  evangelism 
ed  States  of  America  has  been  against  sin," 
abandoned  by  God  and  has  no 
hope  unless  Christians  live  by  his 
truth  and  proclaim  it  to  their  cul¬ 
ture,  Bible  teacher  John  the  people  described  by  the  apostle 
MacArthur  said  at  a  Southern  Bap-  ~ 
tist  bioethics  seminar. 

Every  Christian  needs  “to  start  heinous  sin.”  They  are  “propelled 
proclaiming  God’s  Word  loud  and  by  a  low  view  of  everyone  but 
clear,”  MacArthur  said.  “How  can  themselves,”  he  said 


if  you  can  explain  the  whole  creat- 
Using  Romans  1:24-32  because  ed  universe  without  God,  you 
it  is  an  “apt  analysis  of  what  we  don’t  need  God,”  he  said.  Evolu- 
are  experiencing,”  MacArthur  said  tion  “ends  up  with  not  needing  a 

.  _  God,  and  that  ends  up  with  not 

Paul  are  “deprived  of  restraining  needing  a  morality.” 
grace,”  which^ results  in  “more  Americans,  like  the  people 

described  in  Romans  1,  have  made 
a  religion  of  creation,  worshipping 
Their  certain  animal  species  and  Mother 
we  tell  the  people  of  our  culture  “degrading  passions”  mean  “they  Earth,  MacArthur  said, 
where  the  truth  is  if  we  don’t  get  what  they  ask  for,”  which  While  MacArthur  discussed 
preach  and  teach  the  Word  of  results  in  their  being  “found  use-  God’s  general  revelation  in  cre- 
God?”  less”  for  the  purpose  for  which  ation  during  his  first  address,  he 

MacArthur’s  comments  were  they  were  created  and  doing  things  presented  God’s  special  revelation 
made  during  two  addresses  at  the  which  are  not  right,  he  said.  in  the  Bible  during  his  second. 

Christian  Life  Commission’s  The  reason  God  has  abandoned  God’s  Word,  though  always 

annual  seminar,  “Life  at  Risk:  America  is  four-fold,  according  to  under  attack  both  blatantly  and 
Crises  in  Medical  Ethics,”  March  Romans  1:18-23,  MacArthur  said.  subtly,  is  adequate  for  every  need, 
1-3  in  Nashville.  The  senior  pastor  The  culture  received  the  revela-  he  said. 

of  Grace  Community  Church  in  tion  of  God  through  his  creation  “Every  cry  of  the  human  heart  is 
Sun  Valley,  Calif.,  MacArthur  also  but  rejected  him,  be  said.  Having  satisfied  in  the  sufficiency  of 
is  an  author  and  radio  preacher.  rejected  God’s  revelation,  people  Scripture,”  MacArthur  said. 

“We  are  not  on  the  brink  of  rationalized  their  choice  and  ended  Christians  must  “bring  to  this 
God’s  wrath  in  America,”  up  establishing  their  own  religion,  generation  this  truth,”  MacArthur 
MacArthur  said.  “We  are  not  he  said.  said. 

anticipating  God’s  wrath.  We  are  “The  most  devastating  philoso-  Strode  is  director,  media  & 

in  it.  There  is  no  surer  token  of  a  phy  that  ever  entered  this  country  news  information,  Washington 
society  under  God’s  wrath  than  is  evolution,  because  it  knocks  the  office,  CLC. 


Churches  in  Oklahoma,  elsewhere 
expanding  use  of  banners  in  worship 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP) 


Banners  are  not  artsy,  crafts 
Just  as  Jesus  used  the  symbol  of  things  to  make,  but  a  walk  with 
Moses  lifting  up  the  snake  in  the  God,”  said  Olive  Sink,  who  heads 
desert  (John  3:14-15)  to  describe  a  new  banner  ministry  at  Hender- 
his  death  on  the  cross,  many  son  Hills  Church  in  Edmond,  Okla. 
churches  today  are  lifting  banners  Banners  are  not  begun  until  a  thor- 
adorrted  with  the  names  of  Jesus  as  ough  searching  of  Scripture  has 
an  avenue  of  worship  and  praise,  a  been  done,  Sink  said,  noting  the 
relatively  new  ministry  in  Southern  materials,  colors,  and  special  trims 
Baptist  churches.  can  have  key  significance. 

Banners  were  first  mentioned  in  Women  meeting  to  work  on  ban- 
the  Old  Testament  book  of  Num-  nets  at  Henderson  Hills  combine  it 
bers  when  God  told  Moses  and  with  Bible  study  and  visitation. 
Aaron  to  camp  around  the  Tent  of  Trinity  Church  in  Oklahoma  City 
Meeting  “each  man  under  his  stan-  began  a  banner  ministry  last  year 
dard,  with  the  banners  of  his  fami-  and  has  been  using  the  pages  of  its 
ly.”  Psalm  20:5  gives  evidence  of  church  newsletter  to  share  the  con- 
banners  used  for  praise  when  it  cept  of  the  different  banners, 
says,  “We  will  shout  for  joy  when  One  banner,  titled  “Thou  Art 
you  are  victorious  and  will  lift  up  Worthy,”  has  a  purple  background 
our  banners  in  the  name  of  our  for  the  majesty  and  royalty  of 
God.”  Jesus.  The  fabric  gives  the  effect  of 


movement,  as  the  spirit  of  God 
moves.  The  scrolls  are  white  for 
purity  and  the  seals  of  the  scrolls 
are  silver  denoting  the  Word  of 
God.  The  words  of  each  scroll, 
Power,  Wealth,  Wisdom,  Strength. 
Honor,  Glory,  and  Praise,  given  to 
the  Lamb,  are  in  red  for  the  blood 
of  Jesus.  The  Lamb  is  white  for 
purity  and  is  of  a  fleece  fabric.  The 
gold  glitter  painted  out  from  the 
Lamb  is  for  righteousness.  The  title 
letters,  “Thou  Art  Worthy,”  are  of 
silver,  again  denoting  the  Word  of 
God. 

“Minimum  cost  of  a  banner  is 
$100,”  said  Lujean  Howard,  music 
associate  of  First  Church,  Tulsa, 
who  noted  that  all  of  that  church’s 
banners  are  eight  feel  tall. 


ATTENTION  POETS:  O WINGS  MILLS,  Maryland  —  The  National 
Library  of  Poetry  has  announced  that  $12,000  in  prizes  will  be  awarded 
this  year  to  over  250  poets  in  the  North  American  Open  Poetry  Contest. 
To  enter,  send  one  original  poem,  any  subject  and  any  style,  to  the 
National  Library  of  Poetry,  1 1419  Cronridge  Dr.,  P.O.  Box  704-XH, 
Owings  Mills,  MD  21117.  The  poem  should  be  no  more  than  20  lines, 
and  the  poet’s  name  and  address  should  appear  on  the  top  of  the  page. 
Entries  must  be  postmarked  by  March  31, 1993. 


World-Views  in  Conflict,  by  God’s  creation.  206  pages. 

Ronald  H.  Nash,  Zondervan. 

Choosing  Christianity  in  a  world  Life  Cycle  of  A  New  Congrega- 
of  ideas;  explains  much  of  New  tion,  by  Floyd  Tidsworth  Jr.  Helps 
Age  movement.  176  pages.  one  to  understand  the  jfrocess  from 

birth  to  maturity  in  new  churches. 
BILLY  GRAHAM  HOLDS  FIRST  MISSION  IN  UNITED  GER -  Spice  of  Life,  by  Otena  J.  Stew-  143  pages. 

MANY:  MINNEAPOLIS,  Minn.  —  Evangelist  Billy  Graham  returns  to  art,  Brentwood  Press.  A  folksy 

Germany.  March  17-21 .  to  conduct  his  first  outreach  there  since  the  for-  story  of  growing  up  in  Central  Lord,  Help  Me  Love  This 

met  East  and  West  Germany  reunited  The  outreach  will  touch  the  entire  Mississippi  and  the  difficulties  that  Hyperactive  Child,  by  Evelyn 
country  and  ex  tend  throughout  Europe,  making  this  the  largest  Christian  were  overcome  by  a^trong  Christ-  Langston.  One  family’s  pilgrimage 
outreach  in  the  history  of  the  continent.  The  meetings  in  Germany  are  ian  faith.  163  pages.  (Can  be  in  this  personality  disorder  that 
called  ProChrist  '93.  and  this  mission  has  the  hacking  of  more  than  ordered  from  the  author,  Rt.  2,  affects  five  million  children.  160 
1.200  churches  throughout  the  country  including  congregations  in  Box  220,  Pelahatchie,  MS  39145.)  pages. 

Essen,  the  Evangelical  Alliance  of  Germany  and  the  Protestant  Church 

of  Germany  (FED),  as  well  as  the  cooperation  of  the  Ro.man  Catholic  New  Books  by  Broadman:  Preaching  From  the  Inside 

Church  in  Germany.  The  main  meetings  with  Graham  will  be  held  in  the  The  Earth  is  the  Lord’s,  by  Out,  by  Charles  B.  Bugg.  Witty! 
Grugahalle  in  Essen,  a  city  of  6 00.000  inhabitants,  where  Graham  held  Richard  D.  Land  and  Louis  A.  Practical!  Must  reading  for  pastors 
tent  meetings  in  I960  Essen  is  located  in  Germany's  heavily-industrial-  Moore.  Christians  should  have  a  interested  in  impoving  their 
i:ed  Ruhr  Valley,  which  has  a  population  of  six  million  people.  special  interest  in  taking  care  of  preaching.  144  pages. 
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